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If you fancy something a little different...

I’ve been getting to know my Clavinova much better as, during these times of restricted contact,
it’s become my main instrument for teaching online.  So, here is something that is perhaps more
geared to the piano players among us.  I love the Irish singer/songwriter Enya and have been
introducing my older pupils to her music.  If you don’t already know of Enya I hope you’ll find
some time to look her up, especially if you enjoy new-age Celtic influenced music.  Try her
‘Shepherd Moons’ CD.  Some tracks are available to listen to online, including the title track.  

Today  I’m  basing  my  article  on  a  traditional  English  ballad  that  dates  back  to  the
middle  English  period...  and  a  Celtic  new-aage  composition,  written  by  singer/songwriter
Enya  in  the  early  1990s.

Hello, I hope you’re keeping well.  Life seems to be returning to normal at an alarming rate at the moment.  I’m just
back from a walk and the traffic is noticeably heavier.  Whereas a few weeks ago there wasn’t a car in sight on the
main road, at it’s worst now I can wait 10 minutes for a chance to cross!

I seem to be busier than ever, teaching my younger pupils nursery rhymes (would you believe?) and being amazed
at how few they know.  I think that’s rather sad so, in an attempt to do something about it, we’ve been having fun
learning a few.  We’ve been playing and singing (and they’ve been laughing a lot at Mrs. Eccles). 

I piece I’ve been exploring with my older piano and keyboard students has been ‘Scarborough Fair’ - which has been
interesting both as a playing and listening experience.  You Tube is, of course, full of different versions but one of the
most popular with my pupils is still the Simon and Garfunkel classic.  I’ve included a short keyboard version for you
to try.  Hopefully it will inspire you to dig around in your own music library for a full copy.  Or, maybe, you could use
my version as a base on which to build an  arrangement of your own.

Scarborough Fair
Traditional  arr.  G.  Eccles

Am G Am C Am D Am

Am C G Am G Am
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I’ve been setting ‘listening tasks’ for my pupils - which
are proving more popular than I thought.  The
Shepherd Moons music album (pictured) is also
available and includes some lovely pieces ranging from
quite simple to a bit more challenging.  The joy of
keyboards and digital pianos is that you have such a
wide variety of tone colours - and we’ve had a lot of fun
varying the sounds.  

For the haunting sound of Shepherd Moons I love the
mix of Concert Grand with Gothic Vox - but reduce the
volume of the Gothic Vox to approx 35 so that it
doesn’t overpower the piano.  You’ll find that you need
to adjust most sustained voices (e.g. choirs, strings
etc.) so they don’t drown out the piano when both
voices are layered together. 

If you decide to have a go at some of Enya’s music
here are a couple of theory points you may like to look
out for along the way...

1 Arpeggiated  chords  using  this  sign...

When you see this sign against
a chord it’s telling you to play
from the bottom note upwards
as fast as you can - holding on
to each note once you’ve
played it as you add the other
notes above.

2 Open  5th  chords

Some of the chords you’ll come across may not be 
familiar.  Take ‘A5’ for example, or ‘E5’.  This chord 
symbol tells us that an ‘open 5th’ chord is required -
using just the root of the chord and the 5th note 
above. 

A5 = A and E notes.  

E5 = E and B notes. 

These chords are shown
on the instrument’s
chord display as A1+5

and E1+5. 

* You can get away with
just playing the normal
three-note chord if
necessary.

3 Playing  a  piano  bass  clef  part

The arrangements in the Shepherd Moons 
piano/guitar/vocal album are arranged with the left 
hand notes written out in the bass clef.  Chord 
symbols are provided of course but, if you intend to 
follow the written score, you’ll need to use a touch 
of the right foot pedal for sustain to help smooth out
the wide span of the left hand notes and give a nice
‘legato’ feel to the music.  Also you’ll have to be 

quick and even with finger moves between hands 
as they sometimes share the same notes in the bar...

This example is taken from Enya’s ‘Lothlórien’...

Here, the low G note played by the right hand 
(treble clef) is immediately followed by the same G*
(now shown in the bass clef) played by the left hand.

You’ll need to be clear with your fingering here to 
make a clean cross-over of fingers on this note.  

* Work it out on your keyboard - they are the same 
note on the piano.

I hope I’ve found some music to inspire you over the
next few months.  If you’d like to make your own
arrangement of Scarborough Fair I’d love to hear what
you’ve done with it - so why not record it and email it to
me c/o glyn@yamaha-club.co.uk.   

Until next time stay safe everyone - and enjoy your
music making.  

Enya:  Shepherd  Moons

The music album ‘Shepherd Moons’ is available online
from www.musicroom.com and, of course, from many
other sources too.
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CCiirrccllee    ooff     LLii ffee
Daniel  Watt  plays  Genos

Audio  CD  

Tracks  include:  Come Fly With Me ; My Love My Life
(From Mamma Mia! - Here We Go Again) ; Bridge
Over Troubled Water ; Circle Of Life (From The Lion
King) ; The Lonely Shepherd ; The More I See You ;
You Only Live Twice (From You Only Live Twice) ;
Exodus (From Exodus) ; Happy Heart ; Smile ;
Music To Watch Girls By ; Skylark

available  from  www.danielwatt.com
UK  price:  £10  +  p/p


