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GENERAL INTEREST

As  the  schools  open  again  I  find  myself  teaching  some
pupils  face  to  face,  some  by  video  links  online  and
others  I’m  unsure  about  as  yet  because  the  new
guidelines  for  space  and  ventilation  mean  that  there  is
often  little  room  available  for  me  to  teach  in.    It  seems
that  my  broom  cupboard  days  are  over...  yaaay!

This all got me thinking about something I know I’ve
mentioned before - and that is the impact of music on
our lives.  Some of you may know that I am a church
organist, but currently church congregations aren’t
allowed to sing hymns so we’re all humming under our
masks if you will!  

To lighten things up I’ve occasionally set a music quiz
for our family service and these have been great fun.
One vicar asked me to play some quiet music, instead
of a hymn, for contemplation - and having a Yamaha
keyboard at the side of the organ has given me the
chance to play some lovely instrumental classical music.

Did you know that the bible has 400 references to
music in it - and 50 direct commands to sing songs to
God?  Nothing has the power to unite people like
music.  It binds and connects us to certain memories
and experiences and it has the power to help us vividly
remember and re-live details from the past by taking us
back to significant times and places in our lives. 

I was having a conversation with someone recently
who mentioned how certain songs can bring back
memories and the feelings associated with them.  I was
suddenly reminded of my mom - who had an eclectic
music taste.  We always had the radio on at home in
the mornings as I was getting ready for school.  It was
plugged into the same socket as the toaster so my
mom wouldn’t forget to switch it off before we walked
to school.  Thinking back it seems that the radio was
always on when my mom was in the house and she
loved all sorts of music, from classical or film to her
favourite groups... we listened to it all.  I can remember
the first time she heard what she called the ‘Rubber
Duck’ song (which I later found out was actually called
‘Convoy’ and inspired the 1978 film of the same name).

She just loved it’s quirkiness and that of the Charlie
Daniels Band’s ‘The Devil Went Down to Georgia’ not
forgetting ‘Yellow Submarine’ by The Beatles,  She
loved them all... are you picking up on a theme here? 

I remember attending a concert at our local organ
concert when the theme from the Andrew Lloyd
Webber musical ‘Phantom of the Opera’ was played.
Well, that was it!  The following weekend we went
shopping and I was bought a copy of the music and
told to learn it.  

What music has influenced you over the years?  What
makes you play and learn certain songs?  Do you
listen to Michael Buble while mowing the lawn - or old
radio show themes while washing up?  I find it a
fascinating subject and it saddens me when, asked
which piece of music they’d like to learn, 90% of my
pupils tell me that they “don’t listen to music” or that
they “only listen to what mom has on in the car”.

I find hard to believe, but this has been a constant
response during all my years of teaching.  In fact I’m
pretty sure that I’m far more clued up about the charts
than they are.  If you have grandchildren, please do
encourage them to listen to music. 

I know that we have some advanced pianists among
our readers and in July I started to teach one of my
grade 6 pupils some Mendelssohn - something I
haven’t taught in years.  Can I recommend the
‘Venetian Boat Song’ (Op.30 No.6).  It’s a lovely short
piece in 6/8 time.  Written in the key of F# minor
(which is not a key you come across very often) it
could be a nice challenge for you. 

I hope you continue to enjoy your music making.  Don’t
ever give up when things aren’t going well, just play
something else for a while and then come back to the
problem piece.  It will help if you break it down into short
bar sections or work on each hand separately before
building it back up.  Sometimes it’s not the music but
how we practise it.  Take care all... bye for now. 

WWhhiillsstt  ttaakkiinngg  aa  sshhoorrtt  bbrreeaakk  ffrroomm  tthhee  llaatteesstt  CCoovviidd  rreegguullaattiioonnss  ttoo  aaffffeecctt  hheerr  wwoorrkk,,  GGiillll  ttaakkeess  aa
ttrriipp  ddoowwnn  MMeemmoorryy  LLaannee  aass  sshhee  rreemmeemmbbeerrss  hheerr  mmootthheerr’’ss  lloovvee  ooff  mmuussiicc  aanndd  rreefflleeccttss  oonn  hhooww
cceerrttaaiinn  ttuunneess  hhaavvee  tthhee  ppoowweerr  ttoo  ccaallll  uupp  vviivviidd  mmeemmoorriieess  ffrroomm  oouurr  ppaasstt  lliivveess..    


