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Hello everyone!  It's been a while since I last put
virtual pen to paper.  With the launch of my new
CD, concerts, Yamaha events, workshops and
presentations I've been kept nice and busy!

As you’ll have read, we recently saw the release of a
brand new range of CVP Clavinova pianos and, for the
first time, we have a flagship Clavinova incorporating
all the voice and style content from Tyros4 - alongside
lots of new voices, styles and technology - all in a
brand new cabinet with a stunning speaker system.  A
pretty exciting instrument I think you'll agree!

There are three models in the new CVP range, the CVP-
601, CVP-605 and CVP-609 and, with the introduction of
a colour touch screen to the 605 and 609, these
models have moved away from the typical ‘keyboard’
style operating system that we’ve come to know in the
PSR and Tyros instruments.  You could, therefore, be
forgiven for thinking that this is a step into the unknown
- but spend just five minutes interacting with the new
interface and you'll be feeling remarkably at home.

Over the coming months we'll take a look at these
instruments and explore the new operating system.  I'll
also take you through a few hidden gems and
introduce some great ways to just sit down and play!
So, whether you like 'tinkering' or simply enjoy making
music, read on…

What is Clavinova?

As a Yamaha owner, you will almost certainly be
familiar with the name 'Clavinova'. Since 1983 and the
introduction of an instrument called the YP-40,  the
name seems to have become interchangeable with
'Digital Piano' but actually covers
two very distinct ranges of
Yamaha digital
piano. 

CLP Clavinova

‘CLP’ instruments are
Yamaha’s industry
leading range of
classical pianos.  They
have a selection of
sounds and features
but, at their heart, they
are designed to be first
and foremost a piano.

You can, in fact, find them in use in some of the finest
music colleges and conservatoires around the world!

CVP Clavinova

The ‘CVP’ type Clavinovas are slightly different.  The
prefix CVP stands for 'Clavinova Versatile Piano' and
that hints at where the difference lies.  In addition to all
the piano technology we find in the CLP models the
CVPs also include the very latest instrumental voices,
styles and features from Yamaha’s keyboard range
built into their specifications.

To put it simply…
when looking at the
CVP-609 you’ll find
a world-class piano
with individually
weighed wooden
keys (even
synthetic ivory
tops!) and fantastic
response alongside
every voice and
style from Tyros4…
plus an awful lot
more! 

The new Clavinovas

I'm going to base this series around the CVP-609 for
the simple reason that it has everything - although
much of what I write about will be applicable to the
CVP-605 in operation because the two models share
the same software.Yamaha YP-40 (1983)

Yamaha CLP-380PE

Yamaha demonstrator Ian House unlocks some inner secrets of the new CVP models



11AUGUST / SEPTEMBER 2013

The Home Screen

Earlier I mentioned that there is a wide colour touch screen,
and that's where I'd like to start things off. When you turn the
instrument on you will see the home screen. You can always
return to this display with a single push of the 'Home' button.

The home screen gives us an overview of the whole piano:
On the left [Area 1] you can see the style that's currently
selected. The middle [Area 2] shows the active voice(s)
(those that are currently enabled) and, on the right [Area 3],
we find the currently selected song (‘New Song’ by default). 

The bar at the top [Area 4] provides current registration
information and, at the very bottom of the screen, is your
personal menu bar [Area 5].  Although most of the familiar
buttons are available on the panel, you’ll find that there are
very few things that can't be done directly through the
screen, which makes it very quick and easy to use!

Working with voices

Let's take a look at the ‘Voice’ selection screen. If you've
been used to previous CVP models, or any of the mid/high-
end keyboards, this will look slightly different! To choose a
sound, simply tap in the middle of the screen [fig.1 - Area 2]
where you can see the active voice - Concert Grand.

As you can see, the way the Voices are organised has
changed dramatically (fig.2).  Not only are the usual
categories (Piano, Organ etc.) displayed at the top of the
page [1], there is also now a row of sub-categories [2]. 

The upshot of this is that the CVP605/609’s voices are
organised in a clear and logical way so you can always find
what you're looking for - quickly. 

If, for example, you want to find ‘Upright Pianos’ - an
instrument category Yamaha has never had before (which is
funny as they’ve been making them for over a century!) -
choose ‘Piano’ as the category [1].  

Then, from the sub-category list select ‘Upright Piano’ from
the range of ‘Grand Pianos’, ‘Upright Pianos’, ‘E.Pianos’
shown [2], to call up all the upright pianos... and “voila!”
there they are.  Choosing a sound from here is nice and
easy… just touch it. 

There are a few other icons on this page that I should
explain as they lead to lots of other options and functions. 

Some other icons are also displayed along the bottom of the
page - but we’ll come back to these another time. 

Give a voice the ‘Star’ treatment

For now, let's look at the voice list again - and, more
specifically, at the little stars alongside every voice name. 

How often have you found that you keep coming back to
one or two voices over and over again?  Previously the only
way to keep a collection of your most used sounds was to
use a combination of the FREEZE and REGISTRATION

Fig.1: CVP609: Home screen
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AArea  3

AArea  4
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Fig.2: CVP609: Main Voice Select

1
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Fig.3: CVP609: Main Voice Select - Upright Piano sub-category

The first is this ‘speaker’ icon.  When
this is selected the instrument plays a
short demonstration of the currently
selected sound.  This can be very
useful if you're trying to find a voice to
fit a specific purpose.

The ‘i’ icon stands
for ‘information’. 

If you press this the
screen displays
information about
the voice you’ve
selected. 
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MEMORY buttons.  Now, however, you can curate your
personal collection of favourite voices simply in one
place.  When you tap one of the stars you’ll notice that
it turns yellow. (Fig.4)

The star indicates that the marked voice has been
added to a list of your personal favourites.  To access
the list all you need do is press either the star icon in
the voice category area at the top of the page or the
FAVOURITES button on the right of the piano’s VOICE
panel. Brilliant!

‘Drawbars’ literally

To round off for this time let’s take a look at one final
voice category... Organs. 

You can see from fig.6 that the Organ category is
displayed in the same way as before with icons
showing different types of organ in the sub-category
area. Again, this makes finding exactly the type of
organ voice you want much easier. 

In fig.7 I’ve selected the 'Organ Flutes' sub-category.
The voices displayed are all preset voices made using
the new organ drawbar engine on the CVP-605/609. I
began this article by saying the CVP-609 has every
voice from Tyros4 - and this, of course, means that we
have three types of drawbar organ to control… Sine,
Vintage and Euro. 

Whilst you can pick any of the 30 presets displayed
here (and they will sound great) you can also create
your own customised drawbar settings… 

First you need to select the ‘Organ Flutes’ sub-
category and then any one of the voices displayed
(e.g. Organ Flutes). 

Having done this, head back to the home screen (by
pressing the HOME button on the panel).

The home screen now shows the name of the organ
voice you selected and, if you tap the small drawbar
icon to the top right of this (fig.8), you'll be presented
with a fantastic looking control screen complete with
Leslie speaker control and full drawbar access! (Fig.9)

And how do you move the drawbars? Simply by
sliding them in and out with a finger. 

Fig.4: CVP609: Voice marked with a star

Press the star icon in the voice category area to call up a list of all
the voices you’ve marked with a star - see fig.5.  

Fig.5: CVP609: Voices marked with a star are shown collectively here.

Fig.6: CVP609: The Organ ‘Tonebar Organ’ voice sub-category

Fig.8: CVP609: The HOME screen - showing the ‘Organ Flutes’ voice selected

Fig.7: CVP609: ‘Organ Flutes’ selected in the sub-category area
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The subject of organ voices and drawbar usage is enough to
fill several articles on it's own but this new control screen
makes it so much more inviting to experiment. 

Try drawing a shape across the screen with your finger to
create a new sound from the drawbars... like this. (Fig.10)

Fig.9: CVP609: The ‘drawbars’

Fig.9: CVP609: The ‘drawbars’

This brings me to the end of my first article in this
‘CVP - Up Close & Personal’ series. I hope that
you’ve found it interesting and informative. 

In future editions of the Yamaha Club Magazine I’ll
be taking a look at styles, easy ways to just ‘sit and
play’ (using the CVP as a pure piano), and I’ll be
introducing you to many other hidden gems that are housed
within the CVP-605/609.

Until the next time, then, I hope you’ll have many hours of
enjoyment making music with your new Clavinova!

Ian House 

Moments TMoments Too
RememberRemember
bbyy  AAnnddrreeww  VVaarrlleeyy
Duration 69’:28”
Price: £10.00 (+£1.75 p/p)

Performed on the Yamaha Tyros4 keyboard, Andrew’
Varley’s ‘Moments To Remember’ is the latest offering
from this popular keyboardist/organist. As with the
majority of his recordings, all the tracks (listed below)
are timed and played with sequence dances in mind.   

Tracks  include:

Quickstep:  
Here Come The English On
Vacation (Heut Kommen ;
D’Engerin Auf Urlaub Nach
Wean) ; Everything’s In
Rhythm With My Heart /
Wenn Die Elizabeth

Foxtrot:  
Moments To Remember /
Just For You ; Your Home
Star (Heimat Deine Sterne) /
Such A Day (So Ein Tag)

Rumba:
Ay Ay Ay / When The Bell
Sounded Bright (Wenn Die
Glocken Hell Erklingen) /
House Of Dreams ; Forest
Gump (theme) / Dream
Theme

Tango:
Tango Amor ; Return To Me

Saunter:
Arm In Arm / Cuddle Up A
Little Closer ; June In
January / If I Had A Talking
Picture Of You 

Cha  Cha  Cha:
Farewell My Love, Farewell ;
I’ve Got You Under My Skin

WWaltz:  
Good Day, Good Luck
(Guten Tag, Liebes Gluck) /
The Sweetheart Tree ;
Dreaming Of New Zealand

Blues:
You Two / I’d Do Anything ;
We Just Couldn’t Say
Goodbye

Mambo:
Manana / I Want To Wake
Up With You ; My Friend
Andamo / Zambesi

Alpine  Stroll:
Hallelujah / Every Street’s A
Boulevard (In Old New York) ;
Don’t Fence Me In /
Lambeth Walk / Caterina

JJive:
Put On A Happy Face / One ;
You’re Sixteen, You’re
Beautiful And You’re Mine

Moments  To  Remember  is  available  from  Yamaha  Club,  price
£11.75  including  UK  p/p.    Please  see  the  members  order  form
for  details.    Overseas  members  please  contact  for  details.  


