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feature guide

Yamaha’s Richard Bower takes over the reins from Ian House in a series written
especially for owners of Clavinova CVP-605/609

Life can become one long car journey for a Yamaha
demonstrator - as Ian House is finding as he spends
more and more time ‘on the road’ presenting Yamaha’s
latest keyboards and Clavinovas around the UK.  

I, on the other hand, now spend a good part of my time
near home - at the ‘Key Player’ music store in Edinburgh
(formerly the Edinburgh Organ Studios) where I have
access to all the instruments I need and a copious
supply of decent coffee to help me concentrate.  So,
now I’m sitting comfortably, let us begin... 

Richard Bower

Part 4: Customising The Home Screen.

The arrival of a range of CVP-600 series Clavinova has redefined
the ‘arranger’ piano.  The CVP-605 and CVP-609 in particular
are a breakthrough as, for the first time in many years, an
operating system has been introduced which is significantly
different to Tyros.  This series of articles aims to show some of
the key features of the new CVP-605/609s operating system
and, hopefully, reveal some hidden gems along the way.

The advent of the touch screen considerably changes the way
that the CVP-605/609 works in comparison to previous CVP

models.  It also gives much more opportunity for personalising
the instrument - thus making it feel more exclusively ‘yours’. 

In this chapter, I’ll show you some of the ways in which the
CVP-605/609s ‘Home’ screen can be customised to make the
instrument easier to manage and more fun to use.

In part 1 (August 2013), Ian House introduced us to five main
areas of the Home screen (fig.1).  Today I’d like to return to
focus on area 5 - the one at the bottom of the screen.  This is
the part we call the ‘Personal Menu’ and is an area where the
player can access various functions of the Clavinova with one
tap of the screen.  

Like all top-end Yamaha keyboards and Clavinovas the CVP-
605/609 each house many functions.  We’re unlikely to use all
of them and the decision about which are the most important
is, of course, a personal one based on our own musical
requirements.  This is why a customisable area is such a
helpful feature. 

Let me give you a few examples of what some different types
of player might choose for their ‘Personal Menu’.

The pianist/singer

A piano/vocalist would be very happy to see the Score and
Lyrics icons - but might need to get to the Vocal Harmony
function quickly.  In this case, one of the currently displayed
icons can be replaced.  This is how…

1. First, tap the MENU icon, which is the one displayed to the
bottom right of the screen (fig.1).  This will open the main 
menu (fig.2). 

2. Tap and HOLD your preferred icon... in this case Vocal 
Harmony.  The seven positions where Vocal Harmony can 
be transferred to will be highlighted in a pleasing gold 
colour (fig.3).  Each icon will also have an arrow in the top 
left corner indicating that the Personal Menu is ready to 
receive the one you choose.

3. Decide which of the highlighted gold icons you wish to 
replace... and tap it.  For the purpose of this illustration I've 
chosen to replace Music Finder. 

Fig.1: The Home Screen and the Personal Menu The Menu button
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4. Now press the HOME button on the CVPs panel.  As you 
can see (fig.4), Vocal Harmony has replaced Music Finder 
on the Personal Menu.

The Clavinova player (non-singer)

A CVP owner who doesn't sing (that's me!) will have no need
for some of the icons now residing in this Personal Menu.  The
style-based player will find the Music Finder list is a very
desirable inclusion - whilst a newcomer to playing with styles
may also want to make use of the Chord Tutor function.  So,
using the same procedure as above, I can create a much
more ‘keyboard-player’ friendly Personal Menu by replacing
Lyrics and Vocal Harmony, for example, with the Chord Tutor
and Music Finder icons.  And, from the Home page, the
Personal Menu now looks like this… (fig.5)

Simplifying the Personal Menu

You may choose to feature less than the full compliment of
icons on your CVP’s Personal Menu in which case you can
simplify the area by removing unwanted icons from the
Personal Menu and just leaving those that you intend to use
on a day-to-day basis.  This is how...

1. Tap, and HOLD, the icon you wish to remove.  The selected
icon turns blue and displays an "X" in its top left corner (fig.6). 

2. Tap the blue icon and it will disappear, leaving a gap (fig.7).

3. Repeat the procedure until as many unwanted icons are 
removed as required (fig.8)

Fig.2: The MENU display

Fig.3: The seven Personal Menu positions are highlighted

Fig.4: Vocal Harmony has replaced the MusicFinder icon in the Personal Menu

Fig.5: Chord Tutor and Music Finder replace Lyrics and Vocal Harmony

Fig.6: The icon you want to remove turns blue and displays ‘X’ in the top corner.

Fig.7: The Score icon is removed leaving a gap in the Personal Menu.

Fig.8: And when the Split & Fingering icon is also removed the remaining icons
are left in the Personal Menu area on the Home page.

Continued on page 16
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Filling gaps in the Personal Menu

On the other hand you can fill any gaps in the Personal Menu
with icons should you wish to do so. 

1. Tap the Menu icon to the bottom right of the screen to open
up the Main Menu.  Tap, and HOLD, your desired icon 
e.g. Score - whereupon the seven destinations in the Personal
Menu turn gold again (fig.9).

2. Tap an area where there is currently a gap - and the chosen
icon appears in the gap.  As before, you can repeat the 
procedure until all the spare destinations in your Personal 
Menu are filled (fig.10).

Swapping the position of two icons

There may be occasions when you want to swap the position
of two of the icons in your Personal Menu.  For my illustration
I’ll swap the positions of the ‘Balance’ and ‘Score’ icons. 

1. Tap, and HOLD, one of the two icons (e.g. Balance) that you
wish to exchange. The icon turns blue (fig.11).  

2. Then tap the other icon (e.g. Score).  As you can see, the 
‘Balance’ and ‘Score’ icons have now exchanged positions
within the Personal Menu area of the Home page (fig.12).

Fig.9: The Score icon is selected for the Personal Menu.

Fig.10: And the icon is moved to fill one of the gaps.

Fig.11: The first icon chosen for the exchange turns blue...

WWell,  that’’s  the  end  of  part  4  and  I  hope  I’’ve  given  you  something  you’’ll  enjoy  trying  for  yourself.    I’’ll  be  back  in  April  when  I'll  have
some  more  ideas  for  personalising  your  CVP-6605//609.      further,  and  backing  up  all  the  changes  so  that  your  Clavinova  is  ALWWAYS
the  way  you  like  it.    Bye  for  now,  and  enjoy  your  lovely  CVP  until  we  come  back  in  April.

Richard  Bower

Fig.12: And, back on the Home page, the Score and Balance icons have
swapped places

CVP-605 in polished ebony finish CVP-609 in polished mahogany finish


