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cvp-605/-609 workshop

Yamaha’s Richard Bower continues his explanation of how to personalise
settings using the touch-screen of the Clavinova CVP-605/609

Part 8: My Favourite Things

Hello again.  The touch screen operation of CVP-605
and CVP-609 has introduced many new people to
Clavinova ownership.  There is no question that, in the
era of Sat-Navs and iPads, the 600 series CVP's work in
the way that first-time owners expect that they should. 

For those of us who owned earlier-generation CVP's or Tyros,
however, there are lots of things that work in an unfamiliar
manner. This shouldn't put us off though, as there are lots of ways
that CVP-605 and CVP-609 can be personalised to work just as
you would wish.  This month, we're going to look at ‘Favourites’.

Taming the Music Finder

The first port of call for many new owners of CVP is the ‘Music
Finder’.  As in most Yamaha instruments with styles, Music
Finder is an alphabetical list of the world's most popular songs.

When you select a Music Finder record, the CVP sets up
appropriate Style, tempo and voices for the song you wish to
play.  It also splits the keyboard and turns on the
accompaniment so that the instrument is ready to play a
melody voice with a style backing.  This means that you have
instant registrations for many hundreds of songs. The very fact
that Music Finder has so many song titles though sometimes
makes it difficult to access your chosen one quickly.  Wouldn't
it be good to just have a list of your favourite song titles? 

Well, you can. And here's how...

Make your favourites into stars!

At this point, I'm assuming that your Personal Menu at the
bottom of the screen looks like the illustration in fig.1.

To open Music Finder, select the Music Finder icon (circled) at
the bottom right of the screen (fig.1).  If you’ve changed your
Personal Menu settings you'll find Music Finder on the first
page of the Menu.  

Let's take a look at the opening screen of the Music Finder (fig.2).

The first page shows eight songs but, in the column to the far
right of the screen, you’ll see ‘1/250’ telling you that this is just
the first of 250 pages.  That's an awful lot of songs!  

So, lets have a look at the information on the screen.  From
left to right the first column, headed ‘Music’, contains the
name of the song.  The second column, ‘Style’, shows the
name of a style that’s appropriate for the song.  The next
column, ‘Beat’, shows the style’s time signature, the fourth
column shows the tempo whilst the fifth has... a star.

The star is the key to choosing your collection of ‘favourites’
so let's pick a song to have as a favourite.  A Hard Day's Night
is a well known ‘60s classic and, as such, is certainly worthy of
being included in our favourites list.  

Tap the white star which is aligned to the song title.  The star
will turn gold indicating that this song has become one of your
favourites. 

Fig.1: The Home page - Personal Menu

Fig.2: The Music Finder song list
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Let's do that with some more song titles.  Go through the list
and pick a few out.  As you tap the white stars to turn them
gold they are simultaneously added to your ‘favourites’
collection.  If you decide that a song isn't a favourite anymore
just tap the gold star again. It will turn white and the song title
will be removed from ‘favourites’. 

Having built up a collection of favourites, how do we find a list
that shows just these? 

Look towards the top right of the screen (fig.4) where you'll see
a star in the highlighted grey area of the 5th column.  Tap it and
the star will turn gold.  Now the list will show only favourites. 

I have just two pages of ‘favourites’ - as indicated by ‘1/2’ in
the furthest column to the right - so this is quite an elite list but
it is also one that’s much more manageable than before.  

You can, of course, return to the main (full) list at any time
simply by tapping the uppermost gold star again.  The star will
go white, and you'll be back in the main list.  Check the page
numbers in the right hand to confirm this if you’re not sure. 

Favourite Voices and Styles

Owners of previous generation
CVP and Tyros models will have
noticed that there are less Style
and Voice categories on the panel
of the new series.  The addition of
a ‘Favourites’ button (fig.5) gives
away that there is a yet another
way of personalising your CVP.

The new touch screen operating system has allowed the
Yamaha engineers to re-categorise voices and styles into
smaller sub-categories.  Whilst these sub-sections are more
logically arranged, some voices and styles have been moved,
and some of your preferred styles or voices may be in
unfamiliar places.  Owners of other CVPs may only use, say,
twenty different styles in day-to-day playing.  Both of these
situations will be helped hugely by the ‘Favourite’ function
within styles and voices.

Making a Favourite

As the method of making a favourite in both the Styles and
Voice sections is the same, we'll just look at choosing
favourites within the Style section. 

So, for the purpose of this illustration, let's go into the
‘Standards & Jazz’ style section and choose some favourites.

As you can see in fig.6, we have the same kind of page layout
we saw in Music Finder.  The white stars to the right of the
screen are our invitations to choose favourites.  

I'm going to go into the ‘Dixie & Trad Jazz’ sub-section and
select a couple of styles to become favourites (fig.7).  To do
that, I just tap a white star and make it gold.

Let's now add some styles from ‘Latin & World’ category, sub-
section ‘Brazil’ (which is where lots of the Bossa Nova styles
live).  I love this type of music, so I'm going to choose quite a
few! (Fig.8)

Continued on page 20

Fig.3: The Music Finder song list - A Hard Day’s Night selected as a favourite with a gold star.

Fig.4: Tap the star at the top of the 5th column to turn it gold - and display all the favourites.

Fig.5: ‘Favourites’ panel button

Fig.6: The Music Finder song list - A Hard Day’s Night selected as a favourite with a gold star.

Fig.7: As before, tap the star to make it gold - and add it to your ‘Favourites’ collection.
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Okay, so where can we find a list of JUST our favourite styles?

We do this using one of two ways...  

i) Tap the star at the top of the screen (circled in fig.8) and, 
“Hey Presto!” there's your list of favourite styles. (Fig.9)

To return to a style that isn’t on your list, just select another
category from the screen.  

ii) Alternatively, you can use the ‘Favourites’ button on the 
panel of either the Style or Voice section (see fig.5). 

I hope that you've enjoyed this month's article, and that you
find the information useful.  Out of all of the new features of
CVP-600 series, the ‘Favourite’ feature may become one of
your favourites!

Happy music making, Richard.

Fig.8: I add lots of ‘Bossa’ styles to my favourites collection from the ‘Brazil’ sub-category..

Fig.9: I add lots of ‘Bossa’ styles to my favourites collection from the ‘Brazil’ sub-category..

Presets (Registrations)
(See also: Registration Memory, One Touch Setting OTS)

‘Presets’ or ‘Combinations’ are traditional
organ speak for what we now know of as the
Registration Memory and/or One Touch
Settings.  The words refer to a mix of
sounds, styles and effects that are stored in
the instrument prior to a performance.  

This ‘preset’ registration can be called up instantly at the
press of a button - which is particularly useful when an
instrument has a very high specification with a large number
of sounds, styles and effects.

Presets (Voices and Styles)
(See also: Voices, Styles)

The ‘voices’ and ‘styles’ that make up the content of every
Yamaha Instrument are permanently locked within an area of
the instrument labelled ‘Preset’. 

Whenever a voice or style category is selected from the
instrument’s panel the ‘Preset’ selection is displayed on the
screen.  Preset voices and styles can be copied and moved to
the USER pages for editing but it isn’t possible to permanently
change or erase them by mistake.

Steve is back with another helping of jargon from that
as he explains the terminology that can leave us feeling

The PRESET piano voice pages are called up first when the PIANO voice
category is selected from the instrument’s panel.

general feature guide


