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cvp-600/700 series

Richard is joined by Yamaha demonstrator Ian House for a CVP-700 series
showcase event in Edinburgh.  

Part 15: Ian, Me & CVP
In all of the CVP articles we’ve shared so far, we’ve not
really explored the differences the new CVP-709 has
brought to the table.  This month, I thought that we’d
put that straight.

A  little  while  ago  I  had  the  pleasure  of  a  weekend  with  Yamaha
Europe’s  principal  freelance  demonstrator  Ian  House  at  my
centre  of  operations,  Key  Player  in  Edinburgh.    Ian’s  task  for
the  weekend  was  to  showcase  the  new  CVP-7709  to  prospective
customers,  explaining  the  advantages  of  the  new  model.  

Because  of  the  natural  exclusiveness  of  this  type  of  one-tto-oone
demonstration,  it’s  only  possible  to  meet  around  eight  people
over  the  two  days.    So,  in  order  to  share  the  experience  of  the
weekend  with  everyone,  I  thought  that  I’d  pick  out  a  couple  of
highlights  from  Ian’s  two  days  with  us.    It  was  a  weekend  of
opportunities  to  explore  the  best  ever  CVP  in  the  hands  of
Yamaha  UK’s  finest  exponent.

It’s deli good

The most refined way to start a busy day in Edinburgh is with
a coffee in the long-established Scottish/Italian delicatessen
and coffee bar, Valvona & Crolla’s.  Now, in a quirk of fate, Key
Player and Valvona’s are three doors apart on Elm Row, so…
Saturday and Sunday started with cappuccinos and bacon
rolls. Yum!

Sandy - the piano player

One of our guests on Saturday was Sandy.  Sandy is
fundamentally a piano player. He likes the styles occasionally,
but mainly he just wants a great piano sound.  Ian started the
session by showing Sandy the new Piano Room feature.
Whilst it’s true that Sandy’s CVP-609 does have Piano Room,
it’s undergone a significant improvement in the new series. 

The first screen in Piano Room (fig.1) gives an indication that
it’s “all change” here. The Yamaha piano on screen is now the
awesome new CFX concert grand.  The CFX is the culmination
of 30 years of research and development by the acoustic
piano division of Yamaha Corporation, Japan.  The 700 series
is the first CVP to feature the sound of this new piano, and the
change is startling.  The CFX sample has a much bigger, more
dynamic sound than the previous CF111S piano, as found on
CVP-609.  It’s perfect for big classical numbers, film music,
jazz and Latin songs. Sandy was amazed.  “That’s braw, and it
feels SO nice!” was his first comment, followed by “But it’s a
bit lively for my classical stuff!” He needn’t have worried.
Simply by tapping the piano on the screen, a selection of nine
different pianos appeared to choose from (fig.2).  

Ian suggested the all-new Bösendorfer piano for Sandy’s
classical and romantic ballads.  Bösendorfer is a traditional
Viennese piano maker that has been at the pinnacle of 
European piano manufacturing for over 180 years.  The
Bösendorfer sound on CVP-709 is warm, mellow, refined and a
perfect alternative to the all-action CFX.  Sandy was well
pleased with the two new pianos he’d heard, and was
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interested to see what else had been improved in Piano Room.

“Can I record myself, the now?” “Yes, of course,” replied Ian.
Sandy’s gaze was directed to the small red circle icon at the
bottom left of the Piano Room screen.  “Just press that,
Sandy. It’ll go square, then it’s ready to record.”  “That’s easy
enough, even for me!” Smiles all round (fig.3).

Passing up the opportunity to hear more of the nine choices of
instruments in Piano Room, including superb new electric
pianos, Sandy was intrigued by the ‘band’ icon in the top right
of the Piano Room screen.  

This is a brand new feature for Piano Room, and it’s aimed
squarely at players such as Sandy.  As a pianist, Sandy likes
to dabble into playing along with the styles - but, with well
over 500 of them on board the CVP, he gets himself a bit
flummoxed at times.  The ‘band’ feature in Piano Room brings
all the angst and confusion to an end.  

Simply by tapping the ‘band’ icon, a
selection of styles appears in the screen
(fig.4).  These styles are the most useful
ones for playing piano to.  They are the
‘essential’ styles, if you like. Just tap the
‘play’ icon, and off you go.  No split points
to worry about, no need to worry about
fingering modes or OTS, just tap ‘play’ and go.
“It’s got styles without the scary bits,” says Sandy.

We’re only 15 minutes into Sandy’s session, but he’s already
heard enough.  “Aye, that’s braw,” he says (not for the first
time) and he and I retire upstairs to sort out the deal.  Ian is
making “Can we go for coffee again?” noises so, as Sandy
and I shake hands, Ian leads me back to Valvona’s.

Angus - the non-piano player

In contrast to Sandy, Angus is really into his styles, his voices,

and his hi-tech.  Ideally he should have a Tyros5, but his front
room décor really demands the beauty of a CVP.  He’s
currently got a CVP-609, and he loves it.  

Angus wanted to delve deep inside the new CVP. “You’ll get
further than Piano Room this time,” I say to Ian as he and
Angus descend the stairs.  Ian just flicks me a smile.  He
knows how good the rest of the CVP-709 is and I’ve got a
feeling that Angus is just about to get a bit of a shock.

Angus starts as he means to go on.  “I like playing along with
audio files. But I can’t do it in Piano Room at the moment, and
that’s very frustrating.”

Ian shows Angus the new song playback feature in Piano
Room.  Tapping the ‘quavers’ icon opens a window containing
all your song files in USER or USB.  Angus has a few audio
files of his daughter singing on USB (fig.5).  They play
beautifully.  She sings her traditional Scottish songs rather
beautifully too.  Angus smiles.  It’s a good start.

Angus loves all sorts of music and, therefore, he’s really into
lots of different voices.  He’s interested firstly in the new VRM
piano technology.  Now, the last time Ian and I were in Japan I
asked one of the software guys to explain VRM to me. I lost
the will to live halfway through his reply.  Ian, ever the
consummate professional, got it and explains it to Angus
concisely and perfectly.  The pianos on CVP are sampled.  If
you play one note, it should sound exactly as the same note
played on a real CFX grand.  If you play more than one note,
however, there will be a difference in the way the CVP sounds
and the way the real CFX sounds.  This is because on the real
piano subtle nuances and frequencies come into play when
more than one note is played at once.  More notes, more
nuances.  Samples can’t recreate those nuances, because it
can’t forecast what notes are going to be played. So, the
Virtual Reality Modelling (VRM) adds appropriate nuances and
frequencies to your piano sound, as you play.  The difference
is subtle, but remarkable, nonetheless.
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“The organ sounds are fantastic, too.” Sorry, I couldn’t resist.
I know that Angus loves the new classical organ sounds we
have on Tyros5.  “Have you got some of them?” he asks.  “All
of them,” is the reply (fig.6).  “And they’re going through a
much better speaker system on CVP,” adds Ian - just for
effect.  We all have a little session playing organ sounds.  Ian’s
right.  They do sound amazing.  There’s so much power at the
bottom end of the spectrum.

Now, along with his love of voices, Angus is very definitely a
style player.  So we go there next.  “Audio styles,” says Ian.
These amazing styles feature a live recording of a real
drummer.  They really are SO much more dynamic than the
conventional MIDI styles.  They are ideally suited to Latin
music where the live recording captures the essence of the
Latin percussion.  They’re great for pop, rock and country, too
- but I happen to know that Angus loves jazz.  The audio styles
really lend themselves to this type of music because the live
recording really makes the brushes ‘sing’ (fig.7).

Ian chooses the Cool Jazz Club style from Standards & Jazz.
It swings like a swingy thing.  No amount of clever
programming of MIDI styles can make brushes sound like that.
“You’re sitting in with a live drummer,” says Ian.  Angus just
nods and casts me a look.  It’s the look of a man who’s just
heard something from his dreams.  

“What’s the Jazz Guitar like?” asks Angus.  “There’s quite a
few,” say I.  “And they’ve all got new amp effects,” adds Ian,
“to make them even more authentic.”

It’s true.  Just as we have on Tyros5, all the electric guitars
have amp effects, which emulate the proper guitar amplifier.  It
makes a huge difference (fig.8).  

Angus follows me upstairs.  He cannot believe the differences
between his CVP-609 and what Ian’s just shown him on the
CVP-709.  “And we’ve barely scratched the surface,” I say.
He’s bowled over by the improvements, as everyone else is

over the weekend.  We shake hands and walk around to
Valvona’s – again.

The pianos…

The CVP-709 has proved itself to be a huge leap from the
previous series, with superb new piano sounds, great new
keyboard actions, audio styles on the CVP-709 and other
improvements too numerous to mention.  

And it’s not just the range-
topping CVP-709 that’s got
all the goodies.  The mid-
range CVP-705 is a
completely different
sounding instrument than its
predecessor.  At the entry
level, the CVP701 gets a
new colour screen, with lots
of new styles and voices.  It
also gets a complete new
speaker system, which
transforms the sound of the
baby of the range.

…and the maestro

A great weekend isn’t just
down to the superb
instruments, though. It’s
down to the demonstrator
who has to find the right
things to show everyone,
and make them feel at home
on a new instrument.  Ian
House is a superb
demonstrator.  Not only is he
an outstanding musician, but
he is also someone who
listens and empathises with
everyone he meets.  The bar
has been raised by a
country mile since my watch
as the UK freelancer.  He’s
not just the best demonstrator
Yamaha have now, he’s one
of the best that Yamaha have
ever had, period. And that’s
up against some pretty stiff
competition – Mr. Madden,
Mr. Harris, Mr. Sargeant,
etc…

Anyway, I hope that you’ve
enjoyed this little insight into
a weekend CVP event at
Key Player.  I also hope that
it inspires you to check out the new CVP700 series Clavinovas
if you haven’t done so at this time.  I know that lots of you
have already treated yourself to one!

Happy music-making. I’ll look forward to chatting with you
next time.  
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