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Deciding what to save in a registration, and what to leave out, can be quite a
dilemma.  Richard Bower examines some of the options... 

Part 18: Take it or leave it...

Hello, in the last article we looked at using the
Registration Memory to store our favourite
sounds.  We did this in a simple way, utilising the
Registration Memory to change the sounds for
melody line only.  This time, we'll look closer at the
other possibilities offered us by the Registration
Memory feature on your CVP Clavinova.

Tick the box

Registration Memory can store a little, or a very great
deal, of the detail in your keyboard settings.  Exactly
what it saves is down to you to decide and for this
reason it's always prudent to check which details are
selected to be saved (and which to be ignored) before
saving a setting. 

To do this press the HOME button.  You will see the
‘normal’ screen appear (fig.1).

With the Home screen showing, press the MEMORY
button that is situated in the Registration Memory area
on the right-hand-side of the instrument’s panel.  This
causes a pop-up text box to appear on the screen (fig.2).

The bottom line, almost hidden away and easy to miss,
has a dotted triangle followed by the words: Items to be
registered to Registration Memory. 

This is an indication that there's more to come… so tap
the triangle to call up the next pop-up window (fig.3).

Here you can see all the options available from which
you can decide what will be saved in the Registration
Memory.  A tick indicates that the settings for the feature
listed will be saved - whilst the settings for a feature
listed against an un-ticked box will be ignored.

Fig.1

Fig.2

Fig.3
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What are the options?

There are lots of features listed - so, to help us decide
whether we need one or not, let’s take a look at what
each one does...

This determines whether the settings you’ve made for the
Main and Layer Voices (but NOT Left voice) will be stored.
The settings include attributes such as octave settings,
balances and any voice edits you may have made.

Do you want the speed of the accompaniment style to
be saved?  If so, tick this box.

Your Clavinova has the potential for each note to be
micro-tuned (necessary for playing, for example, music
from the Oriental and Arabic repertoire).  In Western
culture alternative scale tunings might be used when
performing early or ancient music.  The relative tunings
of each note in a scale were only standardised at the
time of J.S. Bach.  

For the majority of us, scale tuning is unnecessary, but
it's worth noting that it's there - and it might be useful to
store the current setting as part of your registration just
in case you happen to sit down to play a similar
instrument that has been tuned differently!   

It's possible to write little messages to yourself on your
Clavinova (like having an electronic post-it note).  We'll
look at this in more detail in a future article but ticking
the box adjacent to ‘Text’ will store your ‘post-it notes’
with your registration.

Ticking the ‘Style’ box will not only cause the
Registration Memory to store the accompaniment style
you’ve chosen, but it will also retain any changes you
may have made to it - such as any parts of the style that
have been turned on or off, and/or any changes you’ve
made to the voicing.  It will also store whichever intro or
main variation has been chosen. 

Another important thing to note is that, if you’ve
selected a sound for the Left Voice part, ticking the Style
box will cause the Registration Memory to recall this. 

Tick this box if you want the Transposer settings to be
stored as part of your registration.  If, for example, you
accompany an instrumentalist or singer who plays in a
different key from you, you’ll find it useful to adjust the
pitch of your performance to match that of the soloist
you’re accompanying.  Ticking this box will ensure that
when the registration is recalled it will include the
correct transposition (pitch) setting too.

Sometimes it's difficult to play chords with your right
hand along with the melody.  The Clavinova’s ‘Keyboard
Harmony’ feature makes the job much easier by adding
the harmony from the chord you play with your left hand
to the melody note you play with your right.  There are
lots of different harmony effects to choose from - and by
ticking this box you’ll make sure that the one you
choose is stored in the Registration Memory as part of
your registration.

Hearing me sing is the last thing you’d ever wish for.
I've threatened to do it at one or two KeyPlayer owners'
nights, to universal dismay.  If you DO sing, however,
then your microphone settings will be very important to
you and you will definitely want to give this feature a big
red tick!

In Clavinova terminology a ‘Song’ is anything that
replays a performance.  This could be a user recorded
MIDI file, a downloaded MIDI file from YamahaMusicSoft
or an audio recording of your favourite band.

The Registration Memory can recall a specific song, and
also the exact level balance between the song and the
rest of the instrument.  We'll look at doing this later in
the article.

All three pedals on a Clavinova are assignable.  This
means that many of the functions can be transferred to
a pedal to make them easier to use.  If, for example, you
are playing a fast piece of music and wish to press an
Ending button, it may be prudent to assign the Ending
button to a pedal. That means that you don't need to
take your hand off the keyboard!  Every pedal can have
a different assignment in each Registration Memory
which makes the pedals very powerful and flexible tools.
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Let's take an example:

In this scenario I'm going to use the CVP Clavinova to
‘accompany’ a friend (who I previously recorded singing).
Her voice is now captured as an audio file on a USB
stick.  The two verses of her song are saved as different
files... called ‘Rachel 1’ and ‘Rachel 2’.  Her name is
Rachel, by the way.

1 Start at the Home screen.

As I'm happy to use the piano as my main voice I 
can now look for Rachel's first song file... so I tap the
Song area of the screen (fig.4).

2 Rachel's song is recorded as audio so I now tap the 
Audio area of the screen (fig.5).

Rachel's files are on a USB stick, so tap the USB 
area of the screen (fig.6).

This opens up the USB stick so that we can see all the
data therein (fig.7).  We're looking for audio files which
are signified by a wave form icon (that looks like a
squiggly line).  

As you can see, in fig.7, there are 2 such files and, as I'm
going to play the first verse first, I'll choose ‘Rachel 1’.  

I now press the HOME button to return to the main
screen.

To save the setting and song choice, I'll press the
MEMORY button in the Registration Memory area.

Ensuring that "Voice and Song" (amongst others) are
ticked (fig.8), I'll press a Registration Memory button
(marked 1-8). This will store my registration setting into
the button I chose. 

I'm going now to repeat the procedure, using ‘Rachel 2’
instead of ‘Rachel 1’ for the second verse.  I'll save this
setting into another Registration Memory button.  Each
of these Registration Memory buttons will select my
chosen song.  Because my song files are on a USB
stick I'll need to have that device in my CVP each time I
want to play ‘Rachel's Song’.  You can check back to
last months article for the procedure of saving the
Registration Memory buttons as a bank.

I hope I’ve whet your appetite for using the amazingly
powerful tool that is Registration Memory.  There'll be
more next time (providing, of course, that the current
rash of resignations and general headless chicken-ness
doesn't make it as far as KeyPlayer!  Bye for now.
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