
20 Yamaha Club Magazine www.yamaha-club.co.uk

touch screen cvp-600/700

Today Richard Bower takes us into the world of downloadable accessories and
introduces four ‘apps’ that will fascinate the technically minded and which may help
you enjoy making music even more with your CVP Clavinova (and various other
instruments in the Yamaha range). 

Part 29: What’s app with your Clavinova?

As the days shorten and the autumnal coolness sets in, thoughts come around to new means of passing
the long winter evenings.  Whilst it’s true to say that a CVP Clavinova has almost infinite ways of keeping
us entertained, there are also many other time-passing distractions.  Since the advent of Apple iPhone®
and iPad®, a world of information and entertainment has been at our fingertips, so could we use these
devices to help us enjoy our Clavinovas even more?  This month we’ll look at a few apps that may be of
interest to a CVP owner looking to enhance their Clavinova’s abilities, (and maybe even their own.)

Chord Tracker
Price: Free
Subscription: None
Compatible with: iPhone®  and  iPad®
Available from: https://uk.yamaha.com/
en/products/musical_instruments/
pianos/apps/chord_tracker/features.
html#product-ttabs  

Most of us will have had a go at
listening to a piece of music, and
then trying to pick out the tune with
our right hand.  Although we’ll have
varying degrees of success at this,
with practise and perseverance it’s a
relatively easy thing to do.  Having a
stab at the melody line is one
thing... sorting out the chords,
however, is quite another. 

The way that we process what we
hear when we listen to a piece of
music is rather interesting.  If you
were asked to hum your favourite
tune, I’m sure that you could do
that.  If you were subsequently

Note Star
Price: Free
Subscription: None
Compatible with: iPad®
Available from: https://uk.yamaha.com/en/products/musical_instruments/pianos/
apps/notestar/index.html

Playing with Styles and instrumental sounds is wonderful fun, but sometimes
you need a singer with you just to make the arrangement complete.  If you’re
blessed with a good voice, then you’re already sorted.  If like me, your
singing could clear a pub serving
free beer, read on…

NoteStar is an iPad only app, as it
needs a bigger screen and more
processing power than Chord
Tracker.  

Think of NoteStar as a more
interactive version of iTunes.  You
download piece of music from your
favourite artiste, but rather than it just
being an MP3 to listen to, it comes in
component parts.  

There are essentially four types of NoteStar songs:
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asked to hum the bass line from the
same piece of music, I’m sure that
you couldn’t.  That’s because our
ears ‘focus’ on the prominent part of
what we are listening to.  In Western
music that’s almost always the
melody line. It’s really difficult for an
untrained ear to pick out harmony
lines; our brains just aren’t wired up
that way.

Help is at hand in the form of a
brilliant wee app called Chord
Tracker.  This is one of those great
things in life that “does exactly what
it says on the tin”.  Chord Tracker
will ‘listen’ to any DRM-free MP3 or
WAV file you have in your music
library on iPhone or iPad. Rather
than analysing the melody line, it
works out the chord sequence of the
music, and displays the end result
on the iPhone or iPad screen.

It will then play the music back to
you, synchronised with the visual
chord sequence. 

In Example 1 I’ve chosen quite a
simple song, Aura Lee (or Love Me
Tender).  It’s interesting to test the
capabilities of this app, as it is
surprisingly good at working out a
chord sequence from a much more
complex piece of music.  

Example 2 shows the end credits
from ‘Braveheart’.

Whilst it’s not perfect, it’s made a

1)  Full  Band  with  Vocals  ($3.99  per  song)

A ‘Full Band with Vocals’ song has the sheet music in 2-stave & chords 
format, left & right hand piano parts, with a full backing band and a 
sound-alike vocal track.  All of these will play together, or you can mute a 
part and play that bit yourself.  It may be that you’d love to be Adele’s 
piano player.  If so, just mute the piano parts, and enjoy yourself whilst the
band plays on and an Adele-alike vocalist sings the song.  All tunes are 
charged per song, and the price is less than you would pay for a normal 
piece of sheet music.

2) ‘Full  Band’  ($2.99  per  song)

As you’ve probably guessed, a ‘Full Band’ song has a professionally 
arranged backing track with mutable piano parts, so you can play along 
with your favourite bands.

3) ‘Piano  Solo’  ($1.99  per  song)

‘Piano Solo’ tracks may not be as glamourous, but they are maybe even 
more useful as teaching tools.  These tracks simply have a left and right 
hand piano part.  

4) ‘Lesson’  Collection  ($1.99  -  $2.99  per  song)

If you’ve had piano lessons, you may recall being taught to practise right 
and left hand parts separately, so avoiding the ‘patting your head and 
rubbing your tummy’ syndrome.  That technique is fine in theory, as the 
right hand almost invariably plays the melody line.  Practising left hand is 
purgatory, as for most of us it’s the hand that doesn’t want to work playing
something that doesn’t sound like a tune.  Having the ability to have the 
right hand melody line playing automatically whilst practising left hand is 
SO much more fun, because it sounds like music!  And it’s more efficient 
too, as in the minds eye, you’re playing the left hand whilst making sure it 
fits to the right hand part.

The ‘Lesson Collections’ are just that.  They combine classical songs and 
exercises from composers such as Czerny, Beyer and Hannon into a 
series of perfect lessons for the aspiring pianist.

Flowkey
Price: Free
Subscription: Sign up for free, and get 8 songs to start. Chargeable after that.
Compatible with: iPhone®,  iPad®  and  Android
Available from: https://www.flowkey.com/en/online-ppiano-llessons

WARNING F-WORD ALERT…Learning to play with this app is FUN.

For the non-players, there is now a fabulous app to get you up and running.
Flowkey isn’t a Yamaha app, but it’s optimised to work with Yamaha
instruments, especially Clavinovas.  The app is available for iOS devices, such
as Apple iPhone and iPad and also for Android devices through Google Play.

It works not unlike NoteStar in as much as you download songs to play
along with. The difference is that along with the digital sheet music and
backing tracks, you also have a close-up video of hands on the keys,
ensuring you that your fingering is correct. This means that you can
constantly check that you hands are in the right place on the keyboard,
which dramatically improves your chances of playing the right notes!
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darned good fist of it and it will, for
sure, set you well on your way in a
fraction of the time it would have
taken without the app.

This app would be brilliant even if
the story stopped there, but there
are still a few more tricks up its
sleeve.  

If your CVP is connected to your
home WI-FI you can upload a MIDI
file of the chord sequence to your
Clavinova (Example 3). 
You may even choose a style for the
sequence to use, allowing you to
play along with the backing MIDI file.

Flowkey will allow you to play left hand, right hand or both parts and will
constantly analyse your playing to flow with your playing... or wait if you’re
struggling.  Songs are available in different difficulty levels, from beginners to
advanced players. 

In some ways, it’s an evolution of the ‘Follow The Lights’ feature on board
your Clavinova, but with the added benefit of being able to see someone
playing the music in the correct manner.  We’ve had this app running in the
Edinburgh store for some time now.  Anyone who comes in and is silly
enough to say that they don’t/can’t play is immediately plonked down at a
Clavinova with a nice, easy Flowkey tune.  Protests are short-lived, as a smile
the size of the Firth of Forth appears from the ‘non-player’. “I can’t play” is
replaced with “That was FUN!” 

Isn’t that how music should always be?

Note: If you’ve purchased your CVP Clavinova since 15th July 2016, Flowkey
subscription is free for 3 months.

https://uk.yamaha.com/en/news_events/2016/get-flowkey-premium-for-free-
with-your-new-yamaha-digital-piano-or-keyboard.html

Andd  finally...

The  Club  Weekend

Nicola and I were really looking forward to being with you at the Yamaha
Club weekend in November, but commitments will take me to Japan at this
time.  The line-up for the event looks very exciting, so I’m sure that you’ll all
have a fabulous weekend with Glyn, Ian, James, Steve & co.

Afore  Ye  Go

Edinburgh is returning to normal after another amazing Festival and Fringe.
For four weeks, Scotland welcomed the world to our city to make music,
dance, drama and art in friendship, respect and enjoyment.  It was an
honour to be a small part of it.  Safe hame, and haste ye back.

Enjoy your music, and we’ll chat again soon.


