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‘The Dambusters March’, written by Eric Coates for the 1955 film, must surely be
one of the most stirring, and most frequently requested, marches of all time.  When
Richard Bower was asked to play it recently he decided to add some audio sound
effects to the mix...

Part 30: Adding a little audio

Hello again.  The Yamaha Club Weekend is always
a bit of a landmark in the year, as it generally
marks the transition of the clocks from Summer
to Winter time.  Whilst I know that the weekend is
actually two weeks later this year, it’s always a
milestone to acknowledge.  Unfortunately my
commitments at Yamaha Corporation, Japan,
meant that Nicola and I couldn’t be with you for
the event this year, but I’m sure that you all had
an enjoyable and fulfiling time.

It’s probably fair to say that the majority of us play
more during the dark nights than we do during the
‘Barbeque Summer’.  Most of you will be aware that I’m
very much a style player.  My playing is neither
disciplined nor rigid enough to be able to play with pre-
recorded tracks.  I like the flexibility of playing with
styles, because it allows me to veer off on my little
tangents during a piece of music. When playing with a
backing track you HAVE to be methodical in the way
that you interact with it.  Doing that well is a very
difficult art to master, and the players that do it are
deserving of their rightful respect.

This month’s article is about using the Audio Song
player on your CVP Clavinova to enhance a
performance whilst either accompanying the file on
‘straight’ piano, or playing along with a style.  We’ll
take a look at one example this month, and expand on
the other techniques next time.

Those of you who have had my playing inflicted on
them over the years will know that marches aren’t high
on my list of favourite genres.  Occasionally, of course,
one’s preferences must take a back seat.  At the recent
funeral of a family friend, I was honoured to be asked

to play for the service.  As Eric loved historic
transportation, his family asked for the recessional to
be ‘The Dambusters March’.  Whilst Clavinova has a
number of March styles to choose from, and great One
Touch Settings too, I wanted to add a little something
‘extra special’ to send Eric on his way.  The
Dambusters March is synonymous with the Avro
Lancaster aircraft which was powered by four Merlin
engines.  Having this amazing sound playing
occasionally during the Dambusters March would be a
good and appropriate effect.

Some of you may remember the old stereo sound
demonstration LP’s, designed to illustrate the benefit of
the dual speaker system with effects such as that of a
steam train passing through your lounge (as the sound
panned from one speaker to the other).  Today, there is
a vast array of websites who specialise in sound effects
in digital formats... and https://freesound.org is an
excellent example of one such site.

Fig.1
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Freesound have a large library of free, downloadable
sound effect audio files in various formats.  Simply type
in your desired sound (fig.1), and a list of audible files
appears... there were 19 in this case.  Tapping the ‘play’
icon on each clip will audition each of the files.  You’ll
need to create a user name and password to download
them, but it’s entirely free to use.

The one I chose was the ‘Lancaster fly-over’ clip shown
in fig.1 as, at only 22 seconds in length, it was almost
perfect to use occasionally during the march.  Tapping
on the name of the clip reveals the files details, and the
download button. 

Because of various computer formats still existing for
audio files, it is sometimes necessary to change the
format of a file to make it work in Clavinova.  In this
case the downloaded file is an AIFF file (fig.2), which
will not play on your CVP.  As with all things though,
there’s always a workaround…

All of my work and personal computers are either
MacBook Pro’s or iMac’s.   May I suggest, therefore, that
PC users download iTunes from Apple, as it is not only a
great alternative to Windows Media Player, but it also
has the ability to convert audio file formats very easily. 

As the Mac and Windows versions of iTunes work and
look slightly differently, I’ll let you Google the appropriate
way to convert an AIFF file in iTunes to MP3 or WAV file
on your particular computer, but it’ll be no more than a

couple of clicks either way.  MP3 or WAV files are
equally good for audio playback on CVP Clavinova.
Once you’ve converted the file and ‘dragged and
dropped’ the MP3 or WAV onto a USB stick on your
computer, it’s time to wander over to your Clavinova.

So, let’s set up the CVP to play Dambusters. The
instrument in this case is a CVP705, so the style we’re
going to use is US March.  The One Touch Settings are
excellent for this style, so let’s just stick with those.

1 Insert the USB stick containing the ‘Lancaster- 
fly-over’ audio file into the front slot of your CVP 
Clavinova.  We now need to select the ‘Lancaster- 
fly-over’ audio file from the USB stick by tapping the
SONG area of the home screen (fig.4).

2 This opens the ‘Song Select’ screen where you tap 
the AUDIO icon in the top right of the screen (fig.5).

3 When the Song Select - AUDIO tab opens you’ll be 
able to see the USB device that contains the 
‘Lancaster-fly-over’ file.  Tap USB1 (fig.6).

Fig.2

Fig.4: Tap the New Song area of the screen 

Fig.5: Tap the AUDIO icon.

Fig.6: Tap USB1 to open the Song Select - USB1 page.
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4 Then select your desired audio file (e.g. Lancaster-

fly-over) (fig.7).  

Note: If you were using a new/clean USB stick you 
will only see the ‘Lancaster-fly-over’ file (fig.7).

Getting  the  right  balance

So now, it’s just a simple matter of pressing the PLAY
button in the SONG player on the panel to enjoy the
magnificent sound of those four Merlin engines
whenever you like during your performance – or IS it?

If you’ve ever been lucky enough to have heard four
Merlin engines fly over you head at close quarters,
you’ll have noticed that they’re QUITE LOUD!
Fortunately your CVP Clavinova has a mixer to tame
the excesses of four V12 27-litre engines. 

1 Tap BALANCE at the bottom of the HOME screen 
(fig.8).

2 Then, adjust the SONG slider so that the audio file 
blends nicely with your playing (fig.9).

Fig.7: Tap the Lancaster-fly-over file title on the screen.

Fig.8: Tap Balance at the bottom of the HOME screen.

Fig.9: Adjust the SONG slider to balance the Audio file with your performance.

Setting  up  for  The  Dam  Dambusters  March

Setting up is easy because the CVP’s One Touch Settings
are so good.  All you have to do is touch the HOME screen
in the Style area and select the US March style.  Then use
the OTS to provide the melody voices.  Simple!     

Next  time

There are many websites from which you can download
sound effects to enhance your arrangements.  Next time we’ll
look at recording something as an audio file on your CVP
Clavinova which you can then play along with.

Bye  for  2018...

By the time this last edition of 2018 reaches you we should be well on our way to Christmas.  So, may Nicola and I
send you all the very best Christmas greetings from Scotland, along with a Happy Hogmanay, of course. 

Nollaig Chridheil agus Bliadhna mhath ùr.  Wrap up warm, enjoy your music, and we’ll speak in the New Year.

Bye for now - Richard

Fig.10: Adjust the SONG slider to balance the Audio file with your performance.


