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digital pianos

Today Richard Bower is on holiday... and his thoughts have turned to some Clavinova
alternatives that are portable enough to take away with us when we are leaving our
much loved CVP’s behind. 

LLeett’’ss  ggeett  aawwaayy  ffrroomm  iitt  aallll  ((oorr  mmoosstt  ooff  iitt,,  aannyywwaayy……))

Hello all, and a Happy New Year to everyone. 

Well, 2018 turned out to be a busy old year so, what
with one thing and another, the turn of the New Year
prompted Nic & I to do a quick “Let’s Get Away From It
All” thing.  All was fine and marvellous, until the mobile
rang – it was Great Uncle Bulgaria (a.k.a. our esteemed
editor).  “You have written the article, haven’t you.”
“Oooooh, er, no…”  So here we are, way up north in
proper Scotland, best part of 200 miles from my
Clavinova, and Mr. Madden wants the article yesterday...

And that got me thinking – “What should we do if we’re
away from our beloved CVP’s, but still fancy a play?”
Whilst Clavinova is many things, it’s not exactly
portable, is it?  So, is there something we could just
take along with us which is small, light and portable,
but still a fun thing to play for the times when we’re not
at home for a week or so?

I think that there are, and I’d like to share a few
suggestions which are easy (or easy-ish) to transport,
nice to play, takes headphones (so as not to disturb
fellow relaxers) and won’t break the bank.

For  the  keyboard  players:

For those of you who have come to Clavinova from
keyboard or organ, I guess that one of the most
important features of your CVP at home are the styles.
Now, whilst the styles on the following suggested
instruments aren’t in the same league sound quality-
wise as your Clavinova, they are still fun to play.  And
there will be lots of the same style images, too.  So,
you can play or practise your favourite songs away
from home, without it all being completely different
from what you’re used to.

PSR-EE363:

Yamaha produce
some cracking wee
keyboards at very
reasonable prices.
The PSR-E363 has a
61-note velocity-
sensitive keyboard,
which means that
you have some control over the volume and dynamics
of each key you play.  It’s important to stress that it
does NOT have weighted keys like you have on your
Clavinova. (If you want this, we’ll cover it later in the
article).

There’s in excess of 160 styles on board, so there’s
plenty to keep you happy over a week or so away, and
the instrumental sounds are pleasant enough to keep
you smiling.  Weighing in at just a gnats over 10lbs, it’s
also small and light enough to be stored away in a
caravan cupboard…

PSR-EE463:

For not a
huge amount
of extra
expenditure,
the PSR-
E463
features a clearer LCD screen, well over 200 styles,
better quality sounds and improved amplification.  The
E463 also has Live Control.  This allows you to edit
sounds and styles really easily.  It also works brilliantly
with the DJ feature, but you’ll need a 10-year-old to
show you what it does!  All the extra bits and pieces
add just over 4lbs to the weight, but it’s still a VERY
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manageable thing to
have in a caravan or a
motorhome.

For those amongst us
for whom 61 notes is
just TOO short, both
the aforementioned
instruments have a 76-
note counterpart.  This
will allow you to have
a little “purely piano”
practice without feeling
that horrid
claustrophobia that can ensue when playing a 61-note
keyboard.  These 76-note models are named PSR-
EW300 and PSR-EW410 respectively.

For  the  players  who  want  both…

Some of us just adore the combination of an
instrument that feels like a piano, but has loads of extra
sounds, styles and features, too.  Let’s face it, that’s
probably the reason why we bought our Clavinovas in
the first place! It’s certainly why I love to play CVP.  But,
as we said before, they’re not the most portable of
instruments.  There is, however, the possibility of a
compromise. We call it “Portable Grand”…

DGX660:

Meet the DGX660 Portable Grand. This instrument has
an improved style & sound specification over the PSR-
E463, and features the all-important 88-note Graded
Hammer Standard action keyboard.  This means that
we are getting close to the feel and functionality of your
CVP Clavinova, but in a portable instrument.  There are
lots of styles and voices to enjoy, with the benefit of a
nice little feature called “Portable Grand”.  This button
turns everything in the accompaniment section off, and
returns the instrument into being a “straight” piano,
somewhat akin to “Piano Room” on your Clavinova.

Adding the GHS keybed
onto this instrument does
increase the size and the
weight considerably, mind.
It’s best part of 56 inches
long, and tops the scales
at just over 46lbs.  This

one isn’t really one for stowing away in a cupboard at
the end of a session, but if you have room for it to stay
out, there’s a cracking stand and 3-pedal unit for it.
That turns it into a proper little style-based piano.

For  the  piano  players:

If, like me, you can just about bear to extricate yourself
from the styles for a few days (and JUST play piano),
there are a few options which will give you the feel of
playing a piano in a reasonably compact instrument.

The  unfortunately  entitled…    P45:

It clearly means something different in Japan, but I’d
be quite happy to get this P45.  The keybed is the
same as fitted to the aforementioned DGX660.  We call
it the GHS (Graded Hammer Standard) keyboard.  It’s
Graded, meaning that the bass end is heavier than the
treble end, and it gets gradually lighter from bottom to
top.  It’s Hammer, which means that it’s not a million
miles away from the feel of your CVP Clavinova.  It’s
Standard, which means that it’s a little lighter than a
CVP, but there’s not a HUGE amount in it.  As a piano
player, it’s nice enough to play, and infinitely better
than having keyboard weight keys, for sure.  There are
just 10 sounds available.  Pianos, Electric Pianos,
Harpsichord, Organ, Vibes and Strings.  It comes
complete with a wee squashy sustain pedal, music rest
and a power supply.  As a compact piano to keep you
ticking over whilst you’re away from home, it’s hard to
beat.  Weight-wise, it’s manageable too at around 26lbs.

P125:

Keeping the same
GHS keybed, but
adding an extra 14
voices, recording
facility and a 2-way
speaker system, P125
is a move up from the
“back to basics” P45.
The extra functions

PSR-EW300

PSR-EW410

DGX660 XL

P125 XL
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and better speakers add very little to the weight, in fact
it’s barely a pound heavier.  

P125 also has a dedicated stand and 3-pedal unit,
illustrated above, making a really stylish proper little
piano, should you have the room to keep it out on
display.

P121:

For anyone looking for a quality piano feel and sound,
such as the P125 in an even more compact and lighter
instrument, Yamaha has come up with a first.  Think
about the notes that we really play the most.  They’re in
the MIDDLE of the piano, yes?  Could we get away
with removing the extremities of the piano keyboard,
just whilst we’re on holiday?  Announcing the P121, a
73-note version of the P125.  Identical in every way,
except that it’s 4lbs lighter, just over 8 inches shorter,
and minus the very low and very high notes…

Just  because  I  love  it  –  P515:

This isn’t a budget instrument, and even I’d be hard-
pressed to justify this one as a 2nd piano, but it is just
SO lovely to play.  This is P515.  

It has the same NWX
Natural Wooden keyboard
that you’ll have if you’re
lucky enough to own a
top-end CVP.  It is, in
effect, the first time that we
have something that feels
like a Clavinova in a
portable instrument. 

It sounds amazing too, because it has the CFX and
Bösendorfer samples on board, just like a Clavinova.
It’s quite a beast weight-wise, because all those
wooden keys add a fair bit of beef, but if you can cope
with a portable piano weighing almost 50lbs, you’ll
have something to travel with that will make you smile

every day.  If you’ve room to
go the whole hog, marry it up
to the stand and pedals.  It
looks amazing, too.

And  a  wee  word  of  advice:

Whichever instrument
you decide to take
with you as your
travelling companion
for a wee break away,
always try to
remember and make
room for it in the car.
Bye for now. 

Richard McB 

NWX Natural Wooden Keyboard 

Chiho-san
It’s been a while since
the horrible news broke
about Chiho.  I don’t
want to say a lot here,
as we’ve all got our
own memories of this
incredible person.

Just to say, she was so
supportive of me in the
early days, and she
was a brilliant soul to
work with in the
Yamaha days.  We all
know about her world-class musicianship, but I was
one of the lucky ones, because I was privileged to
have her as a friend.  A shining light has gone out,
but her spirit, vibrancy, energy, fun and laughter will
stay with us forever.

She is the first of “Our Gang” to leave us, and none
of us can really understand why.  We were blessed
to know and love the whirlwind, the maelstrom, the
livewire and the genius that was called, simply,
Chiho. x

P515 XL


