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workshop: cvp touch screen

Adding A Little Audio

Today  we’re  going  to  look  at  a  way  of  replicating  being
a  piano  player  in  a  band.    Allow  me  to  share  a  secret
with  you…  I’m  not  a  very  good  piano  player.    Yes,  I  can
noodle  away  quite  happily  on  solo  piano,  but  it’s  all
pretty  easy  stuff.    If  I  want  to  do  something  impressive,
I’ll  use  the  brilliant  styles  on  board  the  Clavinova.    That
puts  me  back  on  home  ground  –  as  a  keyboard  player.
When  I  play  with  the  styles,  I’ll  always  use  the  AI
Fingering  mode  and  a  split  keyboard.    In  other  words,  I
play  a  CVP  like  I  play  a  keyboard.

“But what about all the late nights in the bar at the
Yamaha Club Weekend?  You ALWAYS play CVP
there!” That’s true, but there’s a proviso… When I
played at the late night bars, Ian or James played
Tyros/Genos, and they used the styles to provide the
backing.  All I had to do was what I do best on piano –
noodle around.

And that got me thinking… Is there a way of being able
to play piano on CVP just as you would in a band?  For
the disciplined players amongst us, there’s a fingering
mode called AI Full Keyboard.  It uses the style
arranger, but without a split keyboard.  It’s very good
for accomplished pianists, but my technique is a bit
loose to get the best out of it.  So, is there another way?

Over the last few articles we’ve looked at using the
audio recorder in different ways.  Today we’ll look at
using it to record an accompaniment for a song, which
we’ll then play piano over.  But why go to all that faff?
Well, let me explain my thinking here.  When we use
styles on CVP Clavinova we use left hand to feed a
chord sequence into the accompaniment.  We’ll also
be playing a melody line too.  It’s a brilliant way of
creating an instant arrangement.  It does, however,
involve being two things at once.  It makes us the

piano player AND the rest of the band at the same
time.  Sometimes, it’s best to concentrate on one thing
at a time... and that’s what we’re going to do today.

Strike  Up  The  Band

Let’s choose a piece of music to play.  I’m going for
‘Fly Me To The Moon’.  The first job is to select an
appropriate style.  “Hold on! You said that we weren’t
going to play with a style!” We’re not.  The style is
going used to generate the band parts.  That will be
recorded as audio, and we can then play piano over it
WITHOUT having to be two things at once.

From the Home screen let’s go into Style selection by
tapping the Style area at the left side of the screen.

From the style selection page, tap ‘Standards & Jazz’,
then ‘Jazz Combo’, then ‘Jazz Guitar Club’.  Although
this style is guitar-based (the clue is in the name),
there’s a piano in there, too.  Now, as we’re going to
be using the style as a band, and I am the band’s
piano player, I don’t want ANY piano stuff coming from
the style and getting into the audio recording.  So, the
piano player in the style has to go.  To do this, press
the HOME button on the panel, then tap MENU at the
bottom right of the screen.

It was back in April when Richard Bower last turned his attention to audio recording
with the CVP-600/700 series Clavinovas.  Today he’s back with more ideas... 
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From this page, tap MIXER at the top right of the
screen.

In this page, tap PAN VOLUME, followed by 
STYLE1.

This page shows the eight instrumental parts of the
style.  You’ll see icons for the drummer, bass player,
and so on. 

More of interest to me are the two pictures of pianos.
One is in Chord1, and the other in Phrase2.  But why
are there two?  The one in ‘Chord’ will be a rhythmic
accompaniment; the other one in ‘Phrase’ will produce
more melodic, ‘twiddly’ bits. 

Either way, this automatic piano player will be stepping
on my toes (or fingers), and simply just HAS to go.  To
do this, tap the gold buttons on the screen above the
piano icons.  Then press the HOME button on the CVP
panel.

On  The  Record

Now that the accompaniment is ready, let’s get
recording.  Insert a USB memory stick into the front
panel USB slot, and wait until your Clavinova
recognises it.  Now press the RECORD button on the
right side of the CVP panel.  You’ll see two options
appear on screen.  Tap NEW AUDIO, and ensure that
the button turns gold.

Get everything ready BEFORE you start recording.
Choose your favourite Intro, check that Syncro Start is
on.  And have a little practice.  Remember that you’re
just playing the left hand chords here.  Don’t play ANY
melody line.  If you need to, you can sing it, play it on
your knee or tap it out on the dog – but DON’T play it
on the keyboard!  Now it’s time.  When you’re ready
tap REC START.  Remember that audio recording will
start immediately, so be ready to play the first chord
the moment you tap the screen.
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Once you’ve finished playing the chords, press the
STOP button on the panel to the right side of your CVP.
Press the HOME button, and you’ll see confirmation
(and time elapsed) of the recording on the right side of
the screen. 

We should rename the recording now, so tap the song
area, and you’ll see the following screen appear.

Tap FILE at the bottom left of the screen.

Now tap the pencil icon to rename your recording.
Press and hold DELETE to clear the old name, and
type in your preferred title.

When you’re happy with the new name, tap OK.

Press the HOME button on the panel.

What  A  Performance!

I know that it’s taken a little while, but that’s us all
prepared now.  Make sure that you’ve called up your
favourite piano sound, and press PLAY on the right
side on the panel. 

The accompaniment will start, and you now have the
freedom to be a piano player in a band. You may
choose to play single notes, double octaves, block
chords or any combination.  It’s the closest you’ll get to
be the pianist in a real band.  Sure, there’s a fair
amount of preparation to be done, but the outcome is
worth it.  I do miss being the piano player in a big band
and the nights in the bar with Ian, James & the guys.
But, given the ability to record audio accompaniments,
playing this way really is a close second.

I hope that you enjoy having a go at recording styles
into audio files.  Enjoy the rest of the summer, and we’ll
chat again soon.

Slàinte Mhath, Richard.

CVP-709PE


