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HHeelllloo  eevveerryyoonnee..

AAss  tthhee  llaasstt  lleeaavveess  ooff  tthhee  AAuuttuummnn  ffaallll  aanndd  tthhee  ffiinnaall  eemmbbeerrss  ooff
BBoonnffiirree  NNiigghhtt  ffaaddee  iinnttoo  tthhee  ddaarrkknneessss,,  tthhoouugghhttss  iinn tthhee
MMccBBoowweerr  hhoouusseehhoolldd  ttuurrnn  ttoo  WWiinntteerr  aanndd  pprreeppaarraattiioonnss  ffoorr
CChhrriissttmmaass..    MMuussiicc  hhaass  aallwwaayyss  bbeeeenn  aa  bbiigg  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee
CChhrriissttmmaass  ffeessttiivviittiieess,,  ooff  ccoouurrssee,,  aanndd  yyoouurr  CCVVPP  CCllaavviinnoovvaa  iiss
aa  ffaabbuulloouuss  iinnssttrruummeenntt  ttoo  eennjjooyy  tthhee  mmuussiicc  ooff  tthhee  sseeaassoonn
oonn..    IInn  pprreevviioouuss  yyeeaarrss  wwee’’vvee  llooookkeedd  aatt  vvaarriioouuss  rrhhyytthhmmiiccaall
ssttyylleess  ttoo  aaccccoommppaannyy  yyoouurr  CChhrriissttmmaass  ssoonnggss..    TThhiiss  yyeeaarr,,  II’’dd
lliikkee  ttoo  llooookk  aatt  ppllaayyiinngg  ccaarroollss  iinn  aa  mmoorree  ttrraaddiittiioonn  sseettttiinngg,,
aanndd  wwhhiicchh  ssttyylleess  wwoorrkk  bbeesstt  ffoorr  ddooiinngg  ssoo..

One for everyone
Way back on Tyros3, we
introduced a revolutionary
new type of style.  We
called it ‘FreePlay’, and it
opened up the ability to
play lots of songs which
normally wouldn’t fit to a
style.  Most songs are
naturally rhythmical, and
these songs lend
themselves well to being
played with an

accompaniment style.  Some music, however, (like
classical music and hymns) is better played WITHOUT a
rhythm.  In music, we call this “Colla Voce”.  Its literal
meaning is “With the voice” or “Follow the voice”.  From
an orchestral point of view, it is a direction to the
musicians to perform freely, following the tempo of a solo
performer.  FreePlay styles allow you to do this, as there
are no rhythmical parts in the style.  The first FreePlay
style we made is called EtherealMovie.  Depending on
your CVP model, you will find this and others in your style
section.  As EtherealMovie is the original, most of you will
have it on your CVP Clavinovas.  On the CVP-709, you’ll
find it in Entertainment/Movie&Show/EtherealMovie.

EtherealMovie was originally conceived to play film scores
on (the clue is in the name?).  But it soon became
obvious that it was so much more versatile than that.  The

One Touch Settings on EtherealMovie point to its movie
score heritage, but they are varied enough to play most
carols to.  OTS1 features a solo ClassicalFlute, OTS3 has
the CFXGrand piano to play, and OTS4 gives you a
combination of Horns and BroadwayStrings.  Both of the
settings in OTS1 and OTS3 are useful for gently playing
carols, with OTS4 perfect for a final rousing chorus!  On
the CVP-709, OTS2 has the evident mark of a movie
score, as it features the IrishPipeAir.  This is the Celtic
Uilleann pipes, synonymous with such film scores as
Titanic & Braveheart.  Now, don’t dismiss this as
unsuitable for playing Christmas music.  According to the
Oxford Dictionary, the word ‘ethereal’ is defined as
‘Heavenly or spiritual’.  Isn’t that just perfect for
Christmas?  I’d choose something in a minor key to use
OTS2, as the IrishPipeAir always has that slightly darker
sound about it.  O Come, O Come Emmanuel would be a
good choice or, if you have some Irish heritage, try the
beautiful Wexford Carol (search YouTube for ‘Celtic
Woman - The Wexford Carol’).  If you can get through that
video without the bottom lip wobbling, you’re a better man
than me…

That’s not an organ!
I know that a few of you
have the same musical
background as me, namely
that we’re ex-home
organists.  For those of you
with CVP-709, there is a way
of recreating the sound of
the Electronic home organ
with a style that is
exclusively on CVP
Clavinova. 

Go to Entertainment/Organ/ElecOrgBallad, and you
rediscover a way to play all your favourite Christmas
songs and carols on great home organ sounds. With the
exception of OTS2 (which features an electric piano
sound) all the OTS have a home organ setting.  This style
will enable you to recreate the sounds of yesteryear, whilst
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enjoying your Christmas music-making.  We all know
that you can play anything on organ, so fill your boots
with this one!

That’s an organ!
For those of us who prefer
our organs to be powered
by pipes rather than
transistors, there are three
FreePlay styles that will
warm your heart.  The first
one, Latin&World/Classic
/EtherealHymn, is
dedicated to reproducing
the sound of a world-class
classical pipe organ.  

We produced the magnificent organ sounds from a
cathedral organ in Germany, and then created the style
and OTS around them. OTS1 to OTS4 all feature
excellent organ settings from very gentle in OTS1 to
everything including the kitchen sink in OTS4.  When
you play with OTS4 there’s no doubt that you’re on the
last verse!  

What would Christmas be without a proper Carol
service with a really superb choir?  Inviting the local
choir around to your house may not be an option but
the CVP has it covered.  The second and third
Classical Organ-based styles also feature our superb
boys’ choir.  In Latin&World/Classic/EtherealVoices and
Entertainment/Organ/ChoralHymn you will hear our
amazing boys’ choir from Estonia. For some
inspiration, just look up Youtube for ‘Carols at Kings’.
That should give you hours of encouragement to give
these styles a go.  Enjoy.

And now…
In the words of the great guru Monty Python, “And
now for something completely different…”

There are two FreePlay styles which have been made
for specific purposes, but nevertheless may strike a
wee spark of creativity in you to use on a Christmas
song. 

Firstly, there’s Pop&Rock/Chillout/EtherealSynth.  As its
name suggests, this style is based on synthesizer
sounds aimed at ‘Chillout’ music.  You may find it will
work as a bit of something different for one of the more
modern Christmas hymns or songs.

Secondly, there is Entertainment/Classic/
ContempHorns.  We made this with things like ‘Saving
Private Ryan’ and ‘Band of Brothers’ in mind.  As its
name suggests, the style features the horn section of
the orchestra predominantly. You’ll find that it will work
well should you wish to give a song that epic brass
sort of feel.

Eeeee, it’s right grand…
Talking of brass, for lots of people (especially those

from the North of England) the sound of Christmas
is… t’brass band.  And have we kept the best for last!
You’ll find your perfect brass band in
Latin&World/March&Polka/BrassBandHymn.  Yes, I
know that it’s weird for Brass Band to be in Latin &
World, but just go with it… (Brass rhymes with grass
and pass, by the way – There’s no additional “r” after
the “a’.) 

There’s any amount of
great Christmas Carols to
play on this style.  In fact,
you could do a whole
concert on it!  All the OTS
(with exception of OTS1
which is CFXGrand Piano)
are set to replicate a brass
band.  OTS2 has the dark
sound of the Euphoniums,

with OTS3 and OTS4 introducing the higher-pitched
members of the band, the cornet and trumpets.  Check
out YouTube, and just search for ‘Brass Band Carols’.
There are lots of great band recordings, and the bands
aren’t just from the North of England, either. You could
recreate the Salvation Army Band in your living room,
and that’s a REALLY Christmassy thing to do.  In a little
nod to Mr. Madden, take a YouTube search for
‘Sheffield Carol Countdown Stannington Brass Band’.
There’s a little information on the video about the
Sheffield local carols, which is a very strong tradition
even today. Some of you may know that, as a
teenager, Glyn played percussion in this very band!

Thanks from Nicola & me
Just a quick note to say “Thanks” to everyone who
was at the Yamaha Club Weekend.  It’s been a wee
while since Nic and I were with you at the weekend,
and so it was brilliant to catch up with so many of you.
Thanks for asking about the both of us.  Nic is fine,
and I’m doing quite okay after my wee encounter with
the surgeons knife (BIG thanks to Ninewells Hospital in
Dundee and NHS Scotland in general.  Where would
we be without them?).  Thanks also to Glyn & Kath,
Ian, James and all the rest of the guys for making us
so welcome again. Looking forward to next year (if
they’ll have us back).

And just to say…
As another year ends it just remains for me to say
“thank you” to you, dear readers, for listening to my
meandering drivel over the last year (again).  I hope
that it has inspired (or at least entertained) you. Exciting
things are in the offing for CVP, and I can’t wait for 2020
to come to get to grips with it.  In the meanwhile, I hope
that Christmas brings all that you wish for, and that your
New Year is happy, healthy and musical.

Nollaig Chridheil agus bliadhna Mhath Ùr.
(Happy Christmas and a Happy New Year)

Until next time, Richard.


