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CLAVINOVA CVP

The  long-aawaitedd  Yamaha  Clavinova  CVPP-8800  series  of  instruments  is  now  available.    
NNew  owners  are  alreaddy  making  positive  comments  about  the  massive  upgradde  in  soundd  quality,
improvedd  features,  andd  the  feel  of  the  GranddTouch  keyboardd  action.    Whilst  it’’s  fair  to  say  that  many  Yamaha
enthusiasts  will  know  all  about  CVPP  Clavinova,  there’’s  a  whole  worldd  out  there  who  have  no  iddea  this  amazing
instrument  even  exists.  So,  let’’s  put  that  right…

Back To The Future

Let’s take a trip back in time to 1983.  Margaret Thatcher has just won a landslide General Election victory, cruise
missiles have arrived at Greenham Common, seatbelt use has become mandatory, and Richard Noble (presumably
wearing a seat belt) has just set a new land speed record of 633 mph. 

Whilst history has moved on from most of the events of 37 years ago, a
few things from then have endured. 1983 was the year that Microsoft
(whatever happened to them?) launched Word, and Yamaha introduced a
completely new type of keyboard instrument.  

Before 1983, pianists only had the choice of owning an acoustic piano or
an electronic organ.  An acoustic piano is impractical for lots of players,
due to the space needed and noise issues, but the alternative was an
organ – and they just don’t feel like a piano.  It was time for a new type of
instrument. Clavi (piano) Nova (new) was born. 

With the introduction of the YP-30 Yamaha launched its first range of
Clavinovas in April 1983 which consisted of four models, sporting either a
61 or 76-note keybed and 10 voices.  These instruments were aimed purely
at the piano player who needed something with a decent piano-like feel (for
the time) and dedicated piano sounds. The simplicity of operation and the
high build quality set the tone for the future success of Clavinova worldwide.

I Got Rhythm

By 1985, Clavinova was ready for another revolution.  A traditional piano is quite an exclusive thing.  The piano player
plays and enjoys it, but the non-players can only stand by and listen.  It was time for an inclusive instrument.  An
instrument where the player could still play seriously, but the non-player could use on-board functions to have fun
making music simply and easily.  It was time for a versatile Clavinova.  It was time for CVP.

What IS a CVP Clavinova?

The first generation CVP-7 Clavinova signalled its intentions to be ‘more than just a piano’ by increasing the number
of voices over the YP-30 by 60%.  To bolster the instrument’s credentials as a versatile instrument, the 16 (sixteen!)
voices were joined by 16 rhythms, ranging from Waltz to Disco.  These rhythms were coupled to the new Auto Bass
Chord function.  This feature enabled Single Finger or Fingered chords to be played in the bass section of the piano -
which, in turn, enabled CVP to generate a basic accompaniment to your playing. 

In addition, CVP-7 featured a ROM Music Book.  This feature really opened up the CVP Clavinova to allow anyone to
have a go at playing piano.  The book had a number of simple pre-recorded songs, printed like a normal music

Yamaha YP-30 
The first of the Clavinova dynasty.
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book.  The extra ‘magic’ was contained in a little chip at
the bottom of the book, which slotted into a reader on
the Clavinova’s music stand.  This allowed for the
Clavinova to play right & left piano parts, along with a
pre-recorded orchestral backing for each song.  On the
Clavinova, there was a strip of lights above the keybed.
These would light up over the next key to play -
allowing the non-player to be guided by the instrument
and enabling them to play along with the recorded
orchestral backing.  This meant that a non-piano player
could make music on a Clavinova, and have as much
fun as an accomplished musician.  ’Follow the lights’
was born.

Looking back now these backings were really pretty
basic, but the idea of automatic accompaniment laid the
ground for the amazing styles and backings we have on-
board CVP instruments today.  The Clavinova ‘Versatile
Piano’ had arrived.

The Latest & Greatest - The CVP-809.

In the intervening 35 years since the introduction of the first CVP Clavinova there have, of course, been huge leaps in
technology, sound quality and functionality. Whilst all that is true, the basic fundamental ethos of CVP Clavinova hasn’t
changed at all.  The purpose of CVP Clavinova is to be an inclusive, versatile instrument that everyone can play, enjoy
and have fun with.

CVP Clavinova is, and always has been so much ‘more than just a piano’.  But it’s equally true that it’s ‘more than
just a keyboard’, too.  The latest CVP Clavinova has lots of content that is shared with our flagship arranger
keyboard, Genos.  But CVP-809 is so much more than ‘a Genos in a posh frock’.

The Piano voice section, for example, comes from our premium ‘Classic’ CLP-695 Clavinova.  These piano voices are
much larger, higher-definition samples than the ones on Genos.  The Piano section also boasts samples from the
magnificent Bösendorfer 290 Imperial 9’ 6” Grand piano.  These voices are not on Genos.  Clavinovas credentials as
a piano are paramount.

The GrandTouch keyboard action makes a
huge difference to the way that CVP-809
plays, feels and responds to your playing.
Pianists prefer grand pianos not only
because of the way they sound, but also
because of the way the keys respond to their
touch.  Whilst the Genos keybed offers the
best ‘feel’ of any keyboard instrument, it is
designed for keyboard players, not pianists.
When a grand piano key is struck, there is a
resistance to the touch - and when the key is
released, it returns to a resting position
based on the internal mechanics of the
piano.  It is difficult to reproduce the natural
return of the keys of a grand piano in a
digital instrument, due to the differences in
those mechanics.  The CVP-809 has been
fitted with the GrandTouch keyboard action,
which replicates the behaviour of a grand
piano as closely as possible.  No Arranger
Keyboard can come close to the experience
of playing a Clavinova.

Yamaha CVP-7
The first CVP Clavinova

Yamaha CVP-809 
The latest & greatest!



YYamaha Clavinova: amaha Clavinova: 
Tour Feb-March 2020
If you live in the UK you will hopefully have received Yamaha’s
invitation to hear the new CVP-800 Clavinova in concert and/or
at an In-store presentation. If not, here are the details you need.
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Sound quality doesn’t just rely on the quality of the
samples, but it is imperative that an instrument has a
great amplification and speaker system, too.  The CVP-
809 features an immense (40W+30W+20W)×2 + 80W
audio system.  This means that the Bass, Mid and
Treble signals are always kept separate, enabling CVP
Clavinova to have thunderous bass, warm middle and
crystal-clear treble, all at the same time.

As the world’s leading musical instrument company, it
would be silly not to share all of its experience of over
100 years of making acoustic pianos when developing
new Clavinovas.  To that end, Yamaha CVP-809 and
CVP-809GP speaker cones are made from spruce wood
pulp.  This is the same wood used to make acoustic
piano soundboards.  This results in a more natural,
piano-like attack to the sound that is warmer and more
authentic than using speakers with paper cones.

Another new Yamaha technology is featured on CVP-
809. This is the Twisted Flare Port, which offers a
clearer bass sound.  The gently twisted shape evenly
diffuses the airflow through the bass port, reducing air
turbulence noise, and contributing to clear and
accurate low frequency reproduction.  Just like water
going through a funnel, it moves better when it has
created a vortex.

You, Me & CVP.

There’s so much more to talk about on CVP-809
Clavinova.  We’ll look at the new instrument in much
more detail over the next six issues of the Yamaha Club
Magazine.  

Whilst the new instrument is far and away the most
advanced home instrument Yamaha has ever released,
it still stays true to the core values of the very first CVP
Clavinova from 1985.  An instrument shouldn’t be
exclusive to one person; it should be inclusive to ALL.
Everyone should be able to have fun creating music,
regardless of ability. 

Whether you’re an advanced pianist, an aspiring
improver, a keyboard player who wants to move on, or
an outright beginner, CVP Clavinova will make you
smile.  That’s the whole point of CVP Clavinova.  It’s
fun, it’s enjoyable, and it’s for everyone.  It’s so much
‘More than just a piano’.

Richard Bower

HEAR IT ON TOUR
With Peter Baartmans & Susan Albers

EXPERIENCE IT IN STORE

WWee‘‘rree  pplleeaasseedd  ttoo  iinnvviittee  yyoouu  iinn-ssttoorree  ttoo  eexxppeerriieennccee  
tthhee  nneeww  CCllaavviinnoovvaa  sseerriieess  ffoorr  yyoouurrsseellff..  FFiinndd  yyoouurr  nneeaarreesstt  SSTTOORREE……

RRIIMMMMEERRSS  MMUUSSIICC  -  EEDDIINNBBUURRGGHH (0131 5560805)................Mon 17 Feb.

AA&&CC  HHAAMMIILLTTOONN  -  PPRREESSTTOONN (01772 722468).......................Tues 18 Feb.

RRIIMMMMEERRSS  MMUUSSIICC  -  BBOOLLTTOONN (01204 526623).......................Wed 19 Feb.

MMUUSSIICCRROOOOMM  -  LLIINNCCOOLLNN (01204 526623)............................ Thurs 20 Feb.

BBRREEVVEE  MMUUSSIICC  -  PPEETTEERRBBOORROOUUGGHH (01733 313598)............ Fri 21 Feb.

KKEEYYSSOOUUNNDD  -  LLEEIICCEESSTTEERR (0116 254 1053)...........................Mon 24 Feb.

FFAAIIRR  DDEEAALL  MMUUSSIICC  -  BBIIRRMMIINNGGHHAAMM (0121 643 1685)............Tues 25 Feb.

OONNEE  MMAANN  BBAANNDD  -  BBAANNBBUURRYY (01295 266788)......................Wed 26 Feb.

CCRRAANNEESS  MMUUSSIICC  -  WWOORRCCEESSTTEERR (01905 23023)...................Thurs 27 Feb.

CCOOAACCHH  HHOOUUSSEE  PPIIAANNOOSS  -  SSWWAANNSSEEAA (01792 584584)........Fri 28 Feb.

MMUUSSIICCRROOOOMM  -  EEXXEETTEERR  ((0011339922  443366225588)).............................. Mon 2 Mar.

CCHHAAMMBBEERRLLAAIINN  MMUUSSIICC  -  HHAASSLLEEMMEERREE (01428 658806).......Tues 3 Mar

BBOONNNNEERRSS  -  EEAASSTTBBOOUURRNNEE (01323 639335).........................Wed 4 Mar

MMUUSSIICCLLAANNDD  -  BBRROOMMLLEEYY (020 8698 7300)........................... Thurs 5 Mar

YYAAMMAAHHAA  MMUUSSIICC  LLOONNDDOONN  -  LLOONNDDOONN (020 7432 4400)......Fri 6 Mar

AALLLLEEGGRROO  -  WWEESSTTCCLLIIFFFF  OONN  SSEEAA (01702 334488)................Sat 7 Mar

EEnnjjooyy  CCllaavviinnoovvaa  iinn  tthhee  hhaannddss  ooff  ttwwoo  wwoorrlldd-ccllaassss  mmuussiicciiaannss  aass  PPeetteerr  BBaaaarrttmmaannss  aanndd
SSuussaann  AAllbbeerrss  pprreesseenntt  66  nniigghhttss  ooff  iinnccrreeddiibbllee  mmuussiicc..    (Doors open 7pm ; Show starts 7.30pm)

WWAALLTTHHAAMM  AABBBBEEYY – Marriott Hotel........................................................Mon 10 Feb.

EEDDIINNBBUURRGGHH – Corn Exchange............................................................. Tues 11 Feb.

MMAANNCCHHEESSTTEERR – Worsley Park Marriott Hotel.......................................Wed 12 Feb.

CCOOVVEENNTTRRYY – Mercure Brandon Hall Hotel & Spa................................Thurs 13 Feb.

OOXXFFOORRDD – Jurys Inn.............................................................................. Fri 14 Feb.

NNEEWW  FFOORREESSTT – South Lawn Hotel....................................................... Sat 15 Feb.

PETER  BAARTMANS
Peter is one of the most identifiable and respected
presenters of musical instruments in the world. His
relationship with Yamaha started in the 1980s when he
launched the very first CVP Clavinova. He now performs
sold-out concerts and demonstrations across the globe.

SUSAN  ALBERS
German-born Susan Albers has a musical career
spanning more than 25 years. From her time working
with Whitney Houston’s hit producer, to extensive TV
performances and global concerts, Susan’s
extraordinary musicianship and vocal ability sees her in
constant demand.

BOOK YOUR 
PLACE NOW

Visit YAMAHA.COM
or call 01908 369 216


