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CLAVINOVA

For the best part of thirty years Clavinova owners have asked each other the same question. “Are you CLP or CVP?”
To those who are outside the Clavinova loop, this question will seem a very strange one.  Is the question about cable
TV channels, university fraternities, or some obscure political parties?  Well, the CLP or CVP question is actually
about Clavinovas.  Almost throughout the history of Clavinova this question has needed to be answered when
choosing an instrument for the home. 

Are you CLP? 

Clavinova CLP owners tend to be very piano-focused.  CLP Clavinova is
our CLassic Piano – CLP.  CLP models generally look like an acoustic
upright piano (or a baby grand).  The emphasis of these instruments is on
simplicity.  A CLP Clavinova primarily concentrates on being a piano.  Our
current CLP-600 series instruments have a few dozen, (as opposed to
hundreds) of Voices.  There are a number of Rhythms, but NO
accompaniment styles.  There is no large LCD screen, and certainly no
mass of buttons on a big control panel. It’s all very laid-back and
understated, in a very refined, ‘Classic’ way.  It is an instrument on which a
piano player can immediately feel at home, even if they have previously
only ever played an acoustic piano. 

Are you CVP?

If you are from a home organ or keyboard background, but you like to
“dabble” a bit with piano, you may be CVP.  If you’re a keyboard player at
heart, but just don’t like the aesthetics of a keyboard and a stand in your
living room, then CVP may be for you.  If you played piano in the past, but
now fancy something “more than just a piano”, then CVP could be your ideal
instrument.  So, what IS a CVP?

CVP is our Clavinova Versatile Piano.  Yes, at its heart it is still very much a
piano, but it also has all the things you would expect to have on a high-end
keyboard.  Today’s arranger keyboards have hundreds of top-quality Voices,
coupled with several hundreds of accompaniment Styles.  The combination
of these Voices and Styles enable the player to recreate many different types
of music, and sound just like the real band.  To assist this, the CVP features a
large LCD screen and many buttons on the control panel.  Lots of keyboard
players and organists love this type of instrument, but it can all be quite scary
at first glance to the non-initiated.

HHeelllloo  aallll..    II  hhooppee  tthhaatt  yyoouu’’rree  aallll  wweellll,,  aanndd  hhaappppyy  ttoo  bbee  eemmeerrggiinngg  ffrroomm  aa  wweett  aanndd
wwiinnddyy  wwiinntteerr..    MMuussiicc  mmaakkiinngg  ccaann  bbrriigghhtteenn  uupp  tthhee  mmoosstt  ddrreeiicchh  ooff  ddaayyss,,  bbuutt  cchhoooossiinngg  tthhee
iiddeeaall  iinnssttrruummeenntt  ffoorr  eevveerryyoonnee  ccaann  bbee  ddiiffffiiccuulltt..    TTooddaayy  wwee’’llll  llooookk  aatt  aa  nneeww  ccoonncceepptt  iinn  CCllaavviinnoovvaa
iinnssttrruummeennttss,,  aanndd  hhooww  tthheeyy  ccaann  mmaakkee  mmuussiicc-mmaakkiinngg  aa  uunniivveerrssaall  eennjjooyymmeenntt..

Richard Bower

Clavinova CLP-695GP

Clavinova CVP-809
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Decisions, decisions…

So, that’s the choice.  The minimal, simple to operate CLP, or the all-singing, all-dancing CVP.  Really?  Isn’t it time for
some middle ground… a bit of both… a “third way”? 

We all seem content to use our smart phones and tablets every day without stress and angst?  For some, our smart
devices have almost become part of us.  So, if we can use the touch screen on our phones, tablets, and satnavs to
do so many different things, why shouldn’t we have an instrument that works in the same manner?  That way, it
wouldn’t seem as scary.  Maybe if a Clavinova worked like a tablet, we’d explore some more of the functions, just like
we do on our smart devices.

Introducing CSP – Our smart Clavinova

CLP, CVP, and now CSP???  Yes, and it’s not a moment too soon.  Whilst there will always be lots of enthusiasts for
the minimal CLP, or the “full on” CVP, there is a growing range of customers yearning for something a little different.

At first glance, CSP looks very similar to a CLP model, except for one thing…  Even the small, unobtrusive control
panel to the bass end of the CLP is missing.  There’s only one button!  But wait…  Isn’t CSP somewhere between the
CLP and CVP?  The middle ground?  How can it do more than CLP, with FEWER buttons???  Well, that’s where the
smart bit comes in.  Our Clavinova Smart Piano is designed to be controlled exclusively by a smart device, such as a
tablet.  And, depending on the specification of your current smart device, you should be able to use it to control your
Clavinova, as CSP is equally happy with Android as it is with OSX.

So,  what’’s  so  smart?

What transpires when we combine you with a CSP Clavinova?  We get a Smart Pianist!  And that’s perfect, as that’s
the name of the app from Yamaha that makes all the magic happen.  Once you’ve downloaded the free Smart Pianist
app from the App Store (for iPad) or Google Play (for Google or Samsung) and install it onto your tablet, your CSP
Clavinova awakes and becomes an amazing and inspiring instrument.  Let’s take a look at the three main sections of
the CSP Clavinova:

Voices

On both the CSP-170 and CSP-150 models the number of voices available is the same. There are almost 700 voices
on each model. That’s a lot.  Especially if you only have one button!  So, let’s see how easy it is to choose a voice
and, as we’re on a Clavinova, let’s go to Piano Room, and take a look at the pianos.

In Piano Room we see a Piano
in a Room (I told you it was
easy…).  To change the piano
voice, simply swipe the piano
away, and another will appear.
Let’s find the CFX Grand.  It’s
the first on the list, so just keep
swiping to the right until it
appears.  Alternatively, you can
tap on the arrows at the bottom
of the page.  Like the piano, but
prefer it in a Cathedral?  No
problem.  Not only can we
change the piano, but we can
change the room, too.  Just
swipe away the room, or again,
tap the arrows at the top of the
page.  Isn’t it amazing how a
room can change the sound of
an instrument? On the Grand
pianos, you can even close the
lid to make the sound softer.

Smart Pianist Piano Room
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In the Voice section of Smart
Pianist, you can choose
many other types of sounds.
Would you like to play a
Saxophone? OK. Tap Voice,
then Brass & Woodwind.
Choose Sax Solo at the top
of the screen, and select
your favourite Saxophone.
You’ll find hundreds of other
voices to entertain you.

Styles

I guess that most of us
would love to play with a
band, but our chosen
instrument means that it’s
not so easy to turn up at a
friend’s garage and have a
jam. Well, now the band can
come to the warmth of your
own home with the Style
section of Smart Pianist on
CSP Clavinova.

Tap Style, and you can
choose an accompaniment
to lots of different styles of
music. With choices from
Pop & Rock, Country &
Blues to Latin & World,
there’s sure to be something
in the 470 styles to suit your
mood. The beauty of the
style section in Smart Pianist
and CSP is that it blends
unobtrusively into your
playing. No need to split the
keyboard, no need to worry
about chords. Just play in
your normal way, and “the
boys in the band” will follow
your lead. There’s a tempo
control to suit your speed,
and a volume slider, so that
you remain the star of the
show.

Songs  –  Something  for  everyone

So far we’ve explored using CSP and Smart Pianist from a players point of view. But I’m sure that you’ll know
someone who would LOVE to be able to play something, but for one reason or another never had the chance. 

Smart Pianist Voice Select

Smart Pianist Style Select
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You and CSP can give them
the chance, because this is
where Smart pianist gets
REALLY smart.  The song
section is really
comprehensive on CSP.
There are over 400 pre-
recorded songs to choose
from.  Each one comes with
a melody line, beautiful
orchestral accompaniment,
and the sheet music for the
song.  But what if you don’t
read music, or don’t play at
all?

Each song has the fabulous
‘Stream Lights’ feature.
There are not one, but a
bank of lights over each key
on CSP Clavinova.  These
lights work in conjunction
with the score for each song
to guide a non-player to the
correct note at all times.
Think of it in the same way
that airports lights guide a pilot to the runway.  There’s not just one light, but a bank of them, aiming the aircraft to
the correct position.  CSP Stream Lights work in the same way.  I’ve seen this in action with someone who has never
played an instrument before, and within minutes has experienced the joy of making music for the very first time.
Everyone smiles, and isn’t that why we make music?

Same,  only  ddifferent.

Both CSP models have the same amount of voices, styles and songs.  And both of them work with Smart Pianist in
exactly the same way.  So, why have two models?

Well, whilst the instrument’s content is the same, there are major differences in the hardware.  The entry-level
CSP150 has the lovely GH3X keyboard action, whilst the Premium CSP-170 features the magnificent NWX Natural
Wood action.  Yamaha subtly captured the feel of a real grand piano on CSP-170 by choosing the best wood from
the finest part of each tree for the NWX keybed.  This ensures a beautiful, balanced feel to each key, and protects
against any warping caused by inferior laminating techniques.

Nothing is left to chance on the sound system, either.  CSP-150 has a 2x 30w amplification system, whilst the 
CSP-170 has a powerful two-way system, which has two banks of 45w each side of the left and right amplification.

CSPP  Clavinova  –  The  Smart  Choice?

Everyone knows that a piano can be quite an exclusive thing.  The player plays,
and everyone else stands by and admires.  With CSP and Smart Pianist, that
should never be the case again.  Everyone from the non-player to the
accomplished performer can enjoy making music on this brilliant instrument.
And I, for one, think that’s pretty smart.

Enjoy your music making, and we’ll chat again next time.

Richard Bower

Smart Pianist Song Select


