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WORKSHOP: CLAVINOVA

Hello, everyone.  I hope that this article finds you well, and that you’re
all staying safe.  In these extraordinary times, I’ve found that my Yamaha
instrument has been a faithful and well utilised companion during the lockdown period
at home.  I’m sure that you’ve all had lots of use out of yours, too.  This month, I’d like
to share a few hints and tips for the CVP owners amongst us, especially regarding the
CVP-809 and 805 models.

Richard Bower

Exclusively CVP - A look at a trio of features
found only on Clavinova.

Three  into  one  DOES  go…

There is still a feeling amongst some that a CVP
Clavinova is just our high-end keyboard in a posh
frock.  Well, that’s just plain wrong.  CVP-809 Clavinova
is SO much more than a Genos in a cabinet.  In many
ways, a CVP-809 is actually THREE instruments in one.

A CVP-809 is based first and foremost on our
magnificent CLP-685 ‘classic’ Clavinova. This
instrument shares its NWX white wooden keys, its
much higher-definition piano voices and its thunderous
3-way speaker system with the CVP-809.  We then add
all of the interactive content and functionality of our
amazing CSP-170 Clavinova.  This makes the
instrument accessible to all levels of players.  Only then
are all the voices and styles brought in from Genos.
Yes, it has all of the original Genos content, plus more.
(Compare the 550 styles onboard Genos to the 675 on
CVP-809…). That’s what sets CVP apart. It’s essentially
3 instruments in one.

Room  for  a  piano?

For the first of our exclusive features, let’s take a look
at ‘Piano Room’.  I’m sure that we’ve all had a glance
at this before, but it really is a gold mine of useful
things.  So, press the button marked ‘Piano Room’ on
the right-hand-side of the panel, near the screen (fig.1)
and beside the data wheel.

Pressing the Piano Room button will show you a
picture of a Yamaha CFX Concert Grand piano - in a
room - did you see what we did there?  It’s also done
lots of other jobs, too.  Try pressing any of the buttons
on the panel now... you’ll find that they don’t work.
Everything has been switched off - split points, style
control, everything. All the things that may make a CVP
instrument appear a bit complex to an acoustic piano
player are gone whilst everything to do with the piano
is now controlled from the screen. 

So, let’s tap the CFX Concert Grand piano in the centre
of the screen (fig.2).  Doing this allows us to select
another type of piano (fig.3). 

Fig.1

Fig.2

Yamaha CFX Concert Grand piano... in a room
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Select the Bösendorfer Grand by tapping the picture
on the screen (fig.4).  This piano is sampled from the
Bösendorfer 290 Imperial Grand piano made in Austria.

Experiment with the other pianos available in Piano
Room, and then we’ll move on…

So far, we’ve only scratched the surface of Piano
Room.  We’ve looked at the piano bit, but what about
the room?  When you change a piano voice within
Piano Room, you may have noticed that the
background behind the piano changes.  In real life,
putting a piano into a different room will change the
sound of the piano, and so it is with the Clavinova.  In
Piano Room, tap the background picture behind the
piano (fig.5). 

Tapping the background picture allows you to select 
the type of room the piano is sitting in (fig.6). 

A concert grand piano should, for example, sit in a
concert hall.  Try the Bösendorfer Grand in a Cathedral,
then in OFF.  It’s a big difference!  Remember to put
the piano back in the Concert Hall.  If only the piano
logistics boys could move them so easily…

When changing from the CFX Concert Grand to the
Bösendorfer, you should notice the latter is quite a bit
mellower and less dynamic than the former.  In real life,
one of the ways to adjust the brightness of a grand
piano is simply to close its lid.  Yes, you can do that in
Piano Room, too.  Simply tap and hold the top of the
lid, and drag your finger down the screen (fig.7).

Guitar players think that they’re cooler than piano
players, because they can go around to their friend’s
house and have a jam session. In these days of
lockdown and social distancing, we piano players have
the last laugh.  Why?  Because your CVP Clavinova
has a backing band built in! Tap the “Band” icon at the
top right of the Piano Room screen, and three virtual
friends appear (fig.8).

These friends are very useful, as they play guitar, bass
and drums.  Even better, they are experts in lots of
different types of music. 

Fig.3

Yamaha CFX Concert Grand piano... in a concert hall setting.

Fig.4

Select the Bösendorfer Grand

Fig.5

Tap the background picture behind the piano.

Fig.6

Choose from a selection of different rooms in which to house your piano.

Fig.7

Simply tap and hold the top of the lid, and drag your finger down the screen
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Tap on the friends to open up a selection of different
backing styles (fig.9).

Simply choose one, or swipe across to select some
more.  Tap the “Play” icon to start the band playing
(fig.10).

Let’s exit Piano
Room for now,
by pressing
the HOME
button on the
panel (fig.11).

A  style-bbased  instrument  with  the  piano  player  in
mind…

The second exclusive feature we’ll look at today may
seem a bit small and trivial but it makes a huge
difference to the way that a piano player (of any level)
can interact with the on-board styles.  It works best if
you use a split-keyboard fingering mode, such as Multi-
finger or AI Fingering. 

Lots of pieces of music lend themselves to being
played as a piano solo, with the backing band (in the
form of a style) coming in later during the piece.  On
most keyboards, including Genos, there are at least
two button presses between playing full keyboard
piano solo, and playing with the style.  On CVP
Clavinova, simply pressing the ‘Syncro Stop’ button in
the style control can do that operation.  This makes a
big difference, as the transition from playing piano solo
to playing with a style can be seamless.  This is
achieved on CVP by a function in the ‘Style Setting’
page of the Menu.

To set this exclusive feature, tap the MENU icon at the
bottom right-hand-side of the HOME screen (fig.12).

Then tap the right arrow, as shown (fig.13).

Fig.8

Tap the “Band” icon at the top right of the Piano Room screen

Fig.9

Tapping on the friends opens up a selection of different backing styles

Fig.10

Swipe across to select some more backing styles or tap the Play icon to start the
band playing.

Fig.11

Fig.12

Tap the MENU icon at the bottom right-hand-side of the HOME screen.

Fig.13

Now tap the right arrow, as shown above.
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Select ‘Style Setting’ as shown (fig.14).

Ensure that ‘Stop Accomp’ is set to ‘Disabled’ by
tapping as shown (fig.15), and moving the data wheel
on the panel until ‘Disabled’ is displayed.  The other
options are ‘Fixed’, ‘Style’ or ‘Off’.  Don’t use any of
these.  Then press the HOME button to exit the menu.

By using this setting you can now play a piece of
music as a piano solo, then very quickly change to
playing with a style.  Try this: Set up a favourite style,
and turn the accompaniment on.  You’ll notice that the
split point will be shown on the over-key LEDs (if you
use a split mode).  Play the piano.  Notice now that you
can use the keys on the LEFT side of the split, even
though the ACCOMP button is on.  That gives you an
88-note keyboard for piano solos.  Now, simply press
the SYNCRO START button, play a chord on the left
side of the split, and the style starts.  That’s one button
operation from piano solo to style play, and it’s ONLY
on Clavinova.

Making  your  recordings  for  everyone.

It’s probably true to say that we’ve all had a go at
recording ourselves playing over the years... with
greater or lesser success.  In these days of self-
isolation and being apart from or friends and families,
why not have another go at home recording - and
distributing your masterpiece to friends and family? 

You may be aware that there are two formats of
recording on your Clavinova CVP-809/805.  One of
these formats is MIDI recording.  This type of file has
been around for over 30 years, and it’s still a useful
format today.  A MIDI file is very small in size, and it’s
easily edited to erase the occasional slip-up…  So, why
isn’t MIDI the best format in which to send your
recordings?  It’s all to do with how a MIDI file works. 

It’s kinda hard to explain, but a MIDI file doesn’t record
any MUSIC.  It just records all the key-strokes, the
button presses, the pedal pushes etc.  If you play that
MIDI file back on your CVP-809 it sounds great, of
course, but if the recipient isn’t lucky enough to have
one at their end, then all the voices and all of the styles
will be missing.  It’ll sound like a bag of spanners.

So, what’s the solution? Record yourself in AUDIO.
That way, everything is captured from your Clavinova in
broadcast-quality audio, and your recipient will hear the
full glory of whatever music you’ve recorded.  But what
if you’ve already amassed a collection of MIDI file
recordings and need to concert them to audio?  Here’s
another exclusive Clavinova tip... Your CVP can convert
them!

Select an existing MIDI file by tapping in the SONG
area of the home screen (fig.16).

Then select the MIDI file you want to convert.  In this
case, we’ll choose the one called ‘Test’.  Tap ‘Test’ to
highlight it in gold (fig.17).

Fig.14

Select ‘Style Setting’ as shown.

Fig.15

Select ‘Style Setting’ as shown.

Fig.16

Select an existing MIDI file by tapping in the SONG area of the home screen.

Fig.17

Tap ‘Test’ to highlight it in gold
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At the bottom left of the screen, tap ‘FILE’ (fig.18).

When the next screen appears, tap the ‘Convert MIDI
to audio’ icon.  The icon looks like an arrow pointing to
a squiggly line (fig.19).

At this point, tap ‘Convert’ (fig.20).

After the conversion is completed, an audio file with the
original MIDI file’s name will appear. 

You can tell that it is an audio file, because the icon
beside the name will be a squiggly line.

That’s the audio conversion done.  All we need to do
now is to get the file onto a USB stick.  Tap on ‘File’ at
the bottom-left of the screen (fig.22).

Insert a USB stick into the CVP USB slot, and tap on
the ‘Copy’ icon on the screen (fig.23).

Keep tapping the ‘UP’ icon until it disappears (fig.24).

Fig.18

At the bottom left of the screen, tap ‘FILE’.

Fig.19

Tap the ‘Convert MIDI to audio’ icon.

Fig.20

At this point, tap ‘Convert’

Fig.21

At the bottom left of the screen, tap ‘FILE’.

Fig.22

Tap on ‘File’ at the bottom-left of the screen.

Fig.23

Insert a USB stick and tap the ‘Copy’ icon.

Fig.24

Insert a USB stick and tap the ‘Copy’ icon.

WORKSHOP: CLAVINOVA
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When the arrow disappears, select ‘USB’ (fig.25). 

And tap ‘Copy here’ (fig.26).

Your audio file will appear in the USB stick window.
(Fig.27)

At this point you can take the USB stick from the
Clavinova and insert it into your computer.  Provided
that you haven’t composed a symphony, it should be
small enough to email successfully. 

•  Notes  about  audio  recording  in  MP3  format  

By default performances are recorded on your CVP in
CD/broadcast quality .wav format.  The touch-screen

CVP instruments, however, also give you the option to
create audio files in the compressed .mp3 format -
which reduces the quality of the sound and, therefore,
the file size.  Those of you who have mp3 players will
appreciate that, for most day-to-day listening purposes,
the sound quality is perfectly acceptable.   

When it comes to sharing audio files via the internet it’s
a significant factor because a 4 minute song, for
example, recorded in .wav format produces an audio
file of about 40Mb whereas the same song recorded in
.mp3 format produces a file of about 4Mb - that’s quite
a difference!   

The file format can be changed to MP3 via [Menu] >
[SongSetting] > [Rec] > [Audio Rec Format].  

Take  Good  Care  Of  Yourself...

I hope that this article has given you a little inspiration
to while away a few more hours of lockdown. May your
music-making help to get you through this difficult
time, and I trust that we all meet up again soon.

Richard

Fig.25

When the arrow disappears, select ‘USB’.

Fig.26

And tap ‘Copy here’.

Fig.27

Your audio file will appear in the USB stick window.

Step by step
workshop

handbooks for 
Tyros and Genos

keyboards
With  over  100  pages  of  easy  to
follow  tutorials  in  each  book,  let
these  handbooks  guide  you
through  all  the  important
features  of  your  keyboard  -  from
beginner  to  advanced  user.

Books are priced at
£44.99 each (inc. UK
postage) and
available from
Yamaha Club Ltd.

See your members’
order form for more
details.

Genos - 3 handbooks / Tyros - 2 handbooks


