
The  first  Christmas  present  that  I  can  remember  buying
for  my  dad  (using  only  my  own  money)  was  a  record
by  Klaus  Wunderlich  called  ‘Hammond  for  Christmas’.
I’m not  at  all  sure  Dad  really wanted  a  record  of  my
favourite  player  at  that  time  -  but  he  played  the  organ
and  so  I  figured  it  was  probably  suitable.    

I have that record to this day - just one of the funny
things you choose to keep when your parents pass on
- and I play it (ok, a CD copy) each year.  It still has the
power to make me feel ‘Christmassy’.  

When it was new I was enchanted by one of the
simplest tunes on the album and used to play along on
the piano.  It’s a pretty little song/carol and I’ve
reproduced it for you here today.  Of course, with the
huge library of sounds available from instruments like
Tyros and Genos I have a much wider tonal range to
choose from - but I’ve kept it quite simple as you’ll hear
if you follow the workshop.  As usual there’s an mp3
audio file for you (free of charge) if you send an email

to glyn@yamaha-club.co.uk and ask for a copy.
You can also have a copy of the two

registrations I made to go with it - useful if
you have a Genos.     
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My recipe today uses the shimmering sound of silver bells to represent the
sparkle of candles and tinsel on an old fashioned Christmas tree. 
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I’ve included the chord chart for those who need it -
although the three chords in the piece are simple and
the tune is in an easy key.

Making a ‘Christmassy’ sound is the next step to
consider.  Everyone will have their own idea of what
constitutes the ‘right’ mix but in my mind’s eye I see  a
Christmas tree in the corner of a darkened room - the
only light coming from its flickering candles reflecting in
the tinsel and baubles that decorate it from top to
bottom (health & safety would have a fit!).

To me this says ‘bells’, a light tinkling sound to
represent the fragile twinkle of the light.  So this is
where I’ll begin.  Follow me if you will...

Building  the  Accompaniment

1 I need to choose an appropriate accompaniment 
Style.  The music is written in 3/4 time - so I’m 
looking for a suitable waltz.  I know that Genos (and
Tyros) has a ‘Christmas Waltz’ style that I think will 
fit the bill, but I have no idea where to locate it 
amongst the plethora of styles on offer.  The best 
way I can think of to find it is to run a ‘style search’.    

Press the HOME button on the panel to set a 
common starting point.  It doesn’t matter if your 
screen doesn’t look exactly the same as mine.

1

Fig.1: Press the HOME button to call up the Home page.
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The  Christ-mas     tree      with its  can-dles          gleam     -     ing,    a       glow    is

kind   -  ling   in   all  our         hearts.                It   speaks  of             Go       -       d’s    pure   love - light 

stream    -   ing,   it    brings us           hope,         and            joy    im         -        parts.

Traditional German carol

F Bb F

C7 F C7

F Bb C7 F

Am  Weihnachtsbaum  ddie  LLichter  BBrennen

2 Touch the screen in the orange Style area.  This 
will take you to a page showing all the Style 
categories - and the current style, ‘SkyPop’ (fig 2).

3 Touch the blank text area at the top of the page 
(fig.3) to call up a qwerty keyboard (fig.4).

Fig.2: Touch the Search icon (a magnifying glass) at the top of the screen. Fig.3: Touch the blank text area at the top of the page.
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4 Use these keys to enter the word ‘waltz’ (fig.4).  

Then touch OK to confirm your search criteria.

5 The screen changes again, this time to display all 
the styles that have ‘waltz’ in their title.  Happily, 
Christmas Waltz is second on the list.  Touch the 
title to highlight it - then press OK to confirm your 
choice (fig.5).

6 The screen reverts to the usual Style Preset page 
where the Christmas Waltz style is highlighted and 
is shown in the left column as belonging to the 
Classic & Events category.    

7 Press the HOME button on the panel to go back to 
where we began.  This time, however, the orange 

Style area shows that the Christmas Waltz is 
selected.  Start the style and play through the 
chords to see if it is suitable.  I like the style but, 
whilst playing Variation A, I decided that there were 
a few small changes I’d like to make.  To view the 
individual parts of the style touch the ‘Channel’ icon 
at the bottom of the screen (fig.7).

8 The page that appears show the parts of the style - 
and the instrument that is assigned to each part.  If 
you select Variation A and start playing the style 
green lights will show which of the parts are 
sounding (fig.8). 

9 I’m particularly interested in the Phrase 1 part which
currently features a guitar playing an arpeggio.  To 
listen to this more closely, touch, and hold the 
green ‘Phrase 1’ bar above the picture of a guitar on
the screen.  After a second or so the ‘Phrase 1’ bar 
changes colour and the lights in all the other parts 
fade into the background as the Guitar part is 
isolated from the rest of the style (fig.9).     

Fig.4: Enter the word ‘waltz’ - then touch OK to confirm. 

Fig.5: Choose ‘Christmas Waltz’ - then touch OK to confirm. 

Fig.6: The ‘Christmas Waltz’ is shown as belonging to the Classic & Events 
style category. 

Fig.7: Touch the ‘Channel’ icon at the bottom of the screen.

Fig.8: Green lights in the Style section show which parts are playing.

Fig.9: Touch and hold the Phrase 1 bar to solo the guitar part it contains.



13www.yamaha-club.co.uk December 2018 / January 2019

10 Returning to my ‘bells’ idea, let’s replace the guitar 
in the Phrase 1 part with a bell sound.  First un-solo 
the voice by briefly touching the Phrase 1 bar.  
The other instruments fade back in again and the 
colours return to normal.

Then, to see which guitar voice is currently playing, 
touch the picture of the guitar in the Phrase1 style 
part.  This takes you to the Voice page where you 
can see the voice is a MegaVoice Nylon Guitar 
(fig.10). 

I’ve decided that I want to use one of the synth bell 
effects and, for these, we head to the Pad category 
in the list at the left of the screen.

11 I chose the ‘Fantasy Bells’ voice from page 2 of the 
Pad category to replace the guitar (fig.11).

12 Having done that, press EXIT on the panel to return 
to the Channel On/Off page as shown in fig.8.  Let’s
simplify the style by switching off some of the parts 
to accentuate the new Fantasy Bell sound (fig.12).

Save  your  work  so  far...

If you’re happy with what you’ve done so far, save the
setting into the REGISTRATION MEMORY on the panel.
To do this press the MEMORY button and, after
checking that the appropriate boxes (or all the boxes if
you’re not sure) in the Registration Memory page are
marked with a tick, press the number 1 Registration
button.

Building  the  Melody

13 Press the HOME button on the panel.  Then, after 
making sure that the OTS LINK button on the panel 
is switched OFF, press the RIGHT 1 VOICE SELECT
button on the panel (fig.13).  

14 Next, press the RIGHT 1 VOICE SELECT button 
above it to open the Right 1 Voice selection page 
(fig.14).  Here, sticking with my ‘bells’ idea, select 
Glockenspiel from the Percussion voice category 
(fig.14)

15 Now switch on the RIGHT 2 voice part (fig.15)  

Fig.10: The Voice page shows that the MegaVoice Nylon Guitar is currently 
selected in the Phrase 1 part of the Christmas Waltz style.  To change 
the voice touch ‘Pad’  from the column on the left of the page. 

Fig.11: Touch ‘Fantasy Bells’ to replace the guitar in the Phrase 1 style part.

Fig.9: Touch the green bar above each part you want to switch off.  Turn off 
Chord 2, Pad, Phrase 2 and Audio.

Fig.13: Switch on the RIGHT1 PART ON/OFF button on the panel - making sure 
the other parts are switched OFF.

Fig.14: In the Right 1 Voice page select Glockenspiel from the Percussion 
category.

Fig.15: Switch on the RIGHT2 PART ON/OFF button on the panel - and select the 
VOICE SELECT button above it.
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16 At the Right 2 Voice selection page (check this is 

the Right2 Voice page at the top left of the page) 
select the Glockenspiel again from the Percussion 
category (fig.16).

Then, touch the ‘Menu’ icon at the top right of the 
page.

17 Select ‘Voice Setting’ from the menu (fig.17).

18 The ‘Tune’ window in the Voice Setting page is 
where you can make quick and easy changes to the
pitch of the voice you’re working on.  

Raise the Octave pitch of the glockenspiel in the 
Right 2 voice part by an octave to ‘2’ (fig.18). 

19 Close the menu by pressing the EXIT button on the 
panel once.  

Then, press the DIRECT ACCESS button followed 
by the HARMONY/ARPEGGIO button (both on the 
panel) to open the Keyboard Harmony / Arpeggio 
page (fig.19).

Touch the On control at the top of the screen and 
then select ‘Harmony’ from the Category list on the 
left and ‘Strum’ from the ‘Type’ list on the right.

Having done that, touch the cog icon (circled) at the
bottom of the screen.
Note: In performance the ‘strum’ effect will turn each
single melody note played with your right hand into 
a full chord (based on whichever chord you’re playing
with your left).  But, instead of playing all the chord 
notes together, it separates them very slightly, ‘rolling’
the notes from the bottom to the top of the chord.

20 Selecting the cog icon opens the Keyboard 
Harmony/Arpeggio ‘Detail’ page (fig.20).  Here, set 
the Volume to ‘65’ (this sets the volume of the 
harmony chord notes only), the set ‘Assign’ to 
Right2 (so that the harmony effect will only affect the
Right2 voice).
When you’ve finished the page should look as 
illustrated in fig.20. Finally, touch ‘Close’ to close the
Detail page.       

Fig.16: Select Glockenspiel again - this time from the Right2 Voice page.  
Then touch the ‘Menu’ icon.

Fig.17: Select ‘Voice Setting’ from the menu.

Fig.18: Raise the pitch of the Right2 glockenspiel voice to ‘2’.

Fig.19: Touch ‘On’ and then select Harmony from the Category list on the left and
Strum from the Type list on the right.  Then press the cog icon at the 
bottom right of the screen.

Fig.20: Set the Keyboard Harmony/Arpeggio Detail page as illustrated.
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21 Save the work you’ve done since you last saved it - 
using MEMORY followed by Registration button 2.

Some  final  tweaks

22 Play through the piece of music to see if it sounds 
as it should (with the correct accompaniment - 
variation A, correct melody sound - glockenspiel and
correct harmony effect - strum).  If it does, switch 
OFF the HARMONY/ARPEGGIO button on the panel
and save the setting again, this time in Registration 1
(overwriting what we did to begin with).

23 Change the Style variation to Variation C and then 
press the HOME button on the panel.

At the bottom of the Home screen touch the ‘Channel’
icon as we did in fig.7.  When the Channel On/Off 
page appears switch on the Pad (strings) and 
Phrase 2 (choir) parts (fig.21).

24 Switch back ON the HARMONY/ARPEGGIO button 
on the panel and, using the sliders (set B), increase 
the volumes of the Right1 and Right2 voice parts to 
110 (fig.22).

25 As a last touch (and this is purely optional) use the 
Live Control knobs to increase the Reverb level for 
the keyboard (glockenspiel) voices to 44 (fig.23).

26 Save these changes in Registration button 2 
(overwriting the content we saved earlier).  Then 
play through the piece twice - using Registration 1 
the first time and Registration 2 (with strings, choir 
and harmony effect) for the second time through.

27 Don’t forget to save both registrations as a Registration
Bank before you load different ones in.  We’ve 
covered this before but, for those who aren’t sure, 
here’s a quick recap...

Saving  the  Registration  Bank

1 Press the HOME button.

2 Touch the Regist area of the HOME screen.

3 Touch the File icon.

4 Touch the Save icon

5 Select the User page and touch Save Here.

6 Use the qwerty keyboard to enter the name of the 
song - ‘Christmas Tree’.  Then touch OK to confirm.

7  The new bank appears on the User page and is 
ready for you to use whenever it is recalled.

On paper this appears to be a lot of
work for a very short and simple
tune - but on the way we’ve
learned about several new parts
of the Genos keyboard and
discovered what their purpose
is in a musical context (as
opposed to the text book
format of the owners’
manual).

I look forward to sharing
more musical recipes
with you in 2019 when
we’ll discover more
about the wonderful
Genos.

Fig.21: Add the Pad and Phrase2 parts to the style mix.

Fig.22: Use the sliders (set B) to increase the volume of the Right1 and 
Right2 parts to 110

Fig.23: Use the Live Control knobs to increase the Reverb level to 44.


