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review

You  may  remember  that,  back  in  April  this  year,  I  was  introduced
to  a  company  called  MJ  Acoustics  who  had  designed  a  home
audio  system  specifically  with  the  Yamaha  Tyros  keyboard  in
mind.    The  sound  of  their  ‘Concerto’  system  absolutely  took  my
breath  away  and  I  would  urge  you  to  re-rread  my  review  because
a  great  deal  of  what  I  wrote  then  is  applicable  to  the  new  ‘Minuet’
model  currently  sitting  in  my  lounge.

As I’ve said before, I’m no technical buff when it comes to the
internal workings of keyboards, speakers, microphones etc. but I
do trust my ears to tell me when something is outstandingly good. 

I’ll put a link on our website to the company’s press release
about the Minuet because it will give you a far better insight into
the technical stuff than I’ve got room for here but, in a nutshell,
here is what they tell us...

“We developed the MINUET Audio System as an all-in-one
solution to make connection to and use with a keyboard as
simple as possible. Adding some chic looks just helps it
integrate into your home as well. 

The system works straight out of the box and is perfectly
matched to the electronic musical instrument it is attached to.
The speakers have dedicated stands with neat cable
management and the main bass box has all the electronics

inside to power the speakers. The whole system enables the
player to have the concert come to them in both sound and
vision.  

A no-compromise approach is taken
in all aspects of manufacture and
every aspect down to the finest detail
is taken care of at our dedicated
factory in the heart of Cambridgeshire.
We are a truly British company with a
pedigree for excellence and an ear
for the finest of musicality - which is
JUST what the accomplished
keyboard player and/or organist
needs.  There is simply no other product on the market that
can produce the bass registers an Audio System from MJ
Acoustics achieves. All done with the utmost of ease”

Why do I like this system so much?

The  looks: Yamaha makes some superb professional speakers
for the gigging musician and I am also a complete fan of their
DXR range - but this is the first time I’ve seen an amplification
system specifically designed for use with keyboards and
organs in the home.  You really wouldn’t want to gig with these
speakers because the cabinets (available in a variety of
different attractive finishes) look sleek and expensive.  (I
mentioned in April that the packaging includes a pair of white
snooker referee gloves - so that you don’t get finger marks on
the highly polished speaker cabinets when assembling or
moving them... Nice touch!).  This is exactly the kind of look
that I want in my home - especially when they’re going to be
connected to my equally sleek and expensive Tyros5.

The Minuet system has the advantage of
having the amplifier and bass woofer both
housed in the one cabinet - and, with its
attractive glass top, the unit is a neater
piece of furniture than the Concerto (and is
an excellent place to stand another lamp). 

The  sound:    I mentioned the looks first because this is where I
feel the Minuet audio system scores hugely against other
amplification - and because it’s something that non-musicians
will appreciate even more than the sound.  Having said that, I
had some ‘non-musician’ friends round the other night and
they were totally bowled over by the quality of the speakers.

I’m playing for another wedding next weekend.  I seem to be
doing a lot of that at the moment!  Maggie and Bill are another
couple of friends who have met in ‘later life’ and have decided
to get married.  As I’ve known Maggie for the past twenty-five
years or so I’ve been asked to play the organ for the wedding.
They called round to go over the music and found me playing
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my Tyros5 through the Minuet system.  Well, I guess it took
them less than ten minutes to decide that they wanted me to
take the keyboard to the church for their big day in place of
the venue’s small classical organ.  

If you’ve heard the Tyros5’s Cathedral Organ section you’ll
understand why - and, with lower frequencies reaching down
below 45Hz, the Minuet system brings out the 32’ bass pipes
like no keyboard/organ home system I’ve ever heard before.
Even without being loud you can feel the depth of the sound
in the pit of your stomach... wonderful!

I can’t imagine that any
musician could fail to be
inspired by the warmth,
depth and clarity of every
sound generated by an
instrument such as the
Tyros when it is relayed
through a system as good
as the MJ Acoustics
‘Minuet’ and I’ve found
myself just playing and
playing - it’s such a great
experience.

The  passion: I don’t want to go overboard about this because
every time I turn the television on there’s someone being
‘passionate’ about something or other.  None-the-less, John
Jefferis, who designs all the products exudes genuine
enthusiasm and pride (and yes, passion) every time he speaks
about the product - and I’m sure this is no slick marketing
spiel.  His words are borne out by the attention to detail.  For
example the Minuet system was delivered to my house
fastened to a pallett to make sure it wasn’t tipped during
transit.  Inside the boxes, the parts were meticulously fitted
into the same ‘soft closed cell foam’ packaging that had
impressed me before.  Add to that the solid feel of the
speakers themselves, the choice of finishes available and...
the gloves!  If that isn’t attention to detail I don’t know what is.

Ask John about the quality of his product and he makes this
simple statement...

Products Manufactured by MJ Acoustics use the very best of
components available to us at any given time. We
manufacture for the long term and so warranty is really a non-
entity for me. We offer a standard 3 year warranty for parts
and labour. The only requirement is that the item is either
taken back to our distributor Breve Music or directly to the
factory for inspection. We have products out in homes around
the UK and the rest of the world in excess of 18years old
working as original specification.

What is included in the Minuet package

* Satellite Speakers x 2

* Speaker Stands x 2

* Subwoofer Bass unit x 1

* Speaker Cables x 2

* Audio source cables x 2

* Mains power lead x 1

And the price?  £1799 - What’s on your Christmas list?
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Trying out the Minuet system for the first time at
the OKC festival in Hemsby earlier this year.



PRESS RELEASE November 2015 
M J Acoustics MINUET Audio System  
 
Priced at £1799.00 
 
Introducing the MINUET Audio System from MJ Acoustics. 
 
With a continual ongoing R&D remit for perfecting the bass frequency range of our sub-bass systems  the 
MJ design team were given the task of developing a speaker system that can reproduce true audiophile 
registers accurately whilst providing an open sound stage and fast transient dynamics throughout the full 
range. The lower frequencies reaching down below 45Hz being taken care of by MJ’s highly developed 
generation of technologies used in some of our most acclaimed bass products exported round the world.  
The Technology employed in the design being taken and further honed from our Reference and Master-
Class Series products.  20 years of development equates to a fair level of experience and demonstrates our 
passion and expertise in this specialist field.  
 
 
We developed the MINUET Audio System as an all-in-one 
solution to make connection and use as simple as possible.  
Adding some chic looks just helps it integrate into your 
home as well.  The system works out of the box and is 
perfectly matched to the electronic musical instrument it is 
attached to. The speakers have dedicated stands with neat 
cable management and the main bass box has all the 
electronics inside to power the speakers.  The whole system 
enables the player to have the concert come to them in both 
sound and vision. A No compromise approach is used in all 
aspects of manufacture and every aspect and finest detail is 
taken care of at our own dedicated factory here in the heart 
of Cambridgeshire.  A Truly British Company with a 
pedigree for excellence and an ear for the finest of 
musicality. JUST what the accomplished Keyboard and 
Organist needs.  There is simply no other product on the 
market that can produce the bass registers an Audio System 
from MJ Acoustics achieves.  All done with the utmost of 
ease. 
 
 
 
 
 
Warranty is very often asked as being a mark of how a product is perceived.  Well our Manging Director 
John Jefferis who designs all our products makes this simple statement. 

 
   
Products Manufactured by MJ Acoustics use the very best of 
components available to us at any given time.  We manufacture 
for the long term and so warranty is really a non-entity for me. 
We offer a standard 3 year warranty for parts and labour.  The 
only requirement is that the item is either taken back to our 
distributor Breve Music or directly to the factory for 
inspection.  We have products out in homes around the UK and 
the rest of the world in excess of 18years old working as original 

specification.   



What is in the package 
Satellite Speakers x 2 
Speaker Stands x 2 
Subwoofer Bass unit x 1 
Speaker Cables x 2 
Audio source cables x 2 
Mains power lead x 1 
 
 
The Finer Detail 
 
XENO - XM1 Speakers  
One pair of XM1 speakers which are individually full range with a frequency response of 48Hz — 23kHz  
(-3db in room) 
 
Apart from the obvious requirement for outstanding audio quality there are some unique touches provided 
within the Minuet Audio System design. 
1.High Grade crossovers using the very best tightly wound coils and superior passive components. 
2.Ability to be fed with a full range signal, removing the need to use bass cut measures. 
3.Bass driver technology derived from our extensive experience of subwoofer transducer manufacture. 
4.Tweeter employing soft dome technology and higher strength magnets, for sweeter higher frequencies.  
5.Cabinet finish to match the finest quality paint finish with super gloss shine and consistent colour depth. 
6.Heavy weight dedicated stands designed to offer maximum stability and ease of room positioning. 
7.Boundary effect rear ports to enhance the refraction effects from the lower frequencies. 
8.Dedicated and vocally accurate speaker with twin drivers, exceptional power handling and extended band 
width. 
   
Each cabinet has been placed in an unwoven soft cloth bag to protect the high gloss finish.   
Each XENO – XM1 loudspeaker features a critically shaped paper pulp cone mid/bass driver providing 
transparent and dynamic mid/bass registers. Utilizing technology from our subwoofer drivers we have built 
into the design an extended cone travel and ultra linear motor assembly to control the bass accurately down 
to the rated frequency.   The tweeter (treble driver) is a soft textile dome unit with Neodymium magnet, 
providing matching transparent and crisp higher octaves.   These drivers have been specifically matched to 
compliment each other. The system is audibly bound together with the inclusion of a high quality crossover 
using audiophile matched capacitors and specially wound induction coils to precise specifications.  
Additionally each cabinet is hand crafted from high grade MDF which is finished in a luxury high Gloss 
quality two part paint coating.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Minuet Satellite  Amplifier 
Open, Transparent, Delicate, Controlled, Detailed, Warm. 
 
Just a few words to apply, which describe the muscle behind the audio source.  Whatever is thrown at the re 
amplifier is faithfully reproduced at higher listening levels and fed to the XM1 speakers. 
 
No unnecessary tone circuits in the path to effect the purity of the sound stage.  That is all left to the source 
signal provider whether that be a Keyboard like the Yamaha Tyros 5 or a studio mixing console or the 
outputs from a full digital piano or organ or perhaps a CVP 709. 
 
Hand crafted with matched components, all of which are hand 
soldered by dedicated engineers at MJ Acoustics.  Attention to 
detail is 2nd to none and each amplifier is soak tested for many 
hours prior to being signed off ready for handing to its new 
owners.    
 
Large reservoir capacitors are used along with specially 
designed Audio Grade Toroidal Transformers. 
 
Housed behind a discrete plate of impeccable finish.  Even the 
binding posts for the speaker cables are Gold plated to ensure the very best connection and reduce the 
prospects of long term degradation. 
 
MINUET Active Sub-Bass section  
Frequency response of 13Hz — 200Hz  (-3db in room) 
 
The use of a Subwoofer is essential for a full bass extended sound stage and the Minuet Audio System has 
been specifically designed to give an audiophile spectrum of sound.   
 
The Minuet Bass section Subwoofer represents our interpretation of the pinnacle of reference equipment 
and Audiophile integration.  MJ Acoustics are immensely proud of its achievement with this profound new 
addition to the range.  Those that have auditioned it have marvelled at its sheer audio quality, Bass muscle 
and rich feature set.  Housed in a hand crafted cabinet and available in balanced real wood Ash veneer 
which is painted in a special non reflective satin black lacquer as standard. 
 
We adopt a very light and highly rigid cone structure with ultra compliant roll surround and minimal motor 
drive resistance. We employ the very best grade of magnet material and energise it to the maximum.  The 
result is a super fast driver that requires much less power to control it.  Make no mistake the sound pressure 
levels are very high and the Minuet Bass section is a room shaking subwoofer when required but always 
faithful to the source material. 
 
The Bass output goes down to a staggering 10Hz which, for its size beggars belief.  
 
Everything MJ Acoustics provides is for a good reason. Like the option of small rubber inserts pushed into 
the feet. These serve to decouple the cabinet from the floor when placed on hard surfaces.  Spikes are also 
available for those that feel point loading is required.  
 
The amplifier crossover and transducer have been perfectly matched to extract every possible element of 
audio efficiency and the results are immediately present when turned on. Perhaps we should also clarify 
that we have designed all our subwoofers to be highly efficient. For MJ Acoustics, efficiency is a tightly 
controlled amplifier capable of delivering fast and controlled transients, coupled to a transducer with world 
beating tolerances and some innovative use of construction methodology. The transducer is a 10 inch ultra-
stiff cone with light weight motor assembly and soft compliant roll surround.  The cone and coil carrier are 
bonded to make a one piece constructed element with immense rigidity, yet light enough to be moved with 



complete control from the amplifier under extreme loads and high output levels. A rolled rubber surround 
with a special EDPM mixture provides big brother like stability to the position of the cone as it is thrusted 
back and forth in its piston like movement. The basket is pressed from a one piece steel sheet for ultra 
stability and rigidity and mounted using 8 fixing points for complete audio coupling of the driver motor 
assembly to the cabinet structure.  
 
Technical stuff  
 
Subwoofer Amplifier  
Resulting from an extensive and ever continuing development program the 200Watt rms DC-coupled 
MOSFET amplifier provides the engine to power the specially designed and perfectly matched 10” ultra-
long throw woofer. The power supply has been designed to provide superior headroom. We fit a Double 
Insulated Toroidal transformer which has been designed specifically for this audio application. The rectifier 
design incorporates high speed high capacity diodes.  Just an example of how over engineered this 
amplifier is, and substantiates why, when deep transients are required, the amplifier has enormous reserves 
of power to accommodate with utter ease even the deepest of bass notes. To aid this the capacitors used are 
the large bucket type with high ripple currents and selected for their high temperature and minimal loss 
characteristics. The transistors used are the Metal Oxide Semiconductor type and specifically designed for 
audio grade applications. All components are hand picked for compatibility and to the highest specification. 
The circuit boards are all hand assembled by specialist electronic engineers and each amplifier is soak 
tested using a vigorous testing program. With real life audio material.  Nothing leaves the MJ Factory 
without a real life audio test and passed by one of our highly trained audio QC specialists.   
 
Subwoofer Bass Speaker  
Using a pressed sheet steel chassis of monstrous proportions creates the rigidity that is so important in sub-
bass speaker requirements. Any distortion of the chassis under extreme load will detract from the goal of 
pure sound wave formation. As we all know the creation of sound waves comes directly from the 
movement of the cone surface through the air. The longer the movement of the cone, termed as its 
excursion, the more air it moves and up goes the sound pressure level. We have designed our 10” driver to 
be the best of all worlds. It has agility, rigidity and decelerative damping to enable the cone to move with 
lightning speed back and forth through the air. The driver incorporates an optimised linear motor with 
progressive suspension to avoid bottoming and allows maximum linear excursion. The result is extremely 
low total harmonic distortion (THD). The voice coil is bonded to the cone to form a one piece structure 
which is much stiffer than could be achieved from conventional construction methods. The result is a piston 
like action adding to the accuracy of the wave formation. The massive ultra-compliant rubber cone 
surround together with the semi-rigid lower damping apron serve to bring the cone to an almost 
instantaneous return to its resting place between transients. Truly, the muscle of the system and the working 
end of this bass producer.  
 
Subwoofer Cabinet  
Each cabinet is meticulously crafted using a combination of precision CNC machinery and skilled 
carpenters providing the finishing touches. Constructed from 18 & 25mm high quality MDF panels which 
are Ash veneer bonded both sides to provide damping and balancing audio effect. Sprayed with no less than 
5 coats of satin black paint and completed to the finest furniture finish. The result is a stunning piece of 
architecture that shows the real wood veneer grain and finds itself able to blend in with all living 
environments. Topped off with Chic dark Glass top to provide the owner with an outstanding piece of 
furniture that also serves as a world class audio system. 
 
Living Proof we feel is this image showing Mr Glyn Madden 
lost in the moment of his glorious playing ability on the 
fabulous Tyros 5 coupled to a white finished Minuet system at 
Hemsby this last April 2015.  


